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White House
Conference on FAMILIES

INTRODUCTION

This addendum includes state issue regorts received since Volumes I,
II and III were printed. It also includes a correct copy of the
Mississippi Report which was inadvertently substituted with workshop
reports in Volume II. We regret any misunderstanding which may have
resulted from this error.

We thought it would be essential to share with you the results of these
state activities because they represent the hard work and best efforts"
of thousands upon thousands ot Americans who chose to spend a
weekend or day in a high school gymnasium or college campus preparing
for the WHCF. They spent long hours discussing some of the key
problems facing American families and developing recommendations to
address those problems. These recommendations are not the result of
some prestigious task force or committee. They are not always *idy or
perfectly written. But they do represent the concerns of real families
and attempts to reach a consensus position. For these reasons, they
are far more eloquent and valuabile and they hold great promise of

" leading to real action.

Format

Many state reports came to the WHCF beautifully bound and full of
impressive documentation of their state activities. You will not find
these descriptions in this volume. It contains in their most simple form
the recommendations of the states without editing, summarizing or
comments by the WHCF. We simply took the reports and reprinted
them for your use. Time, volume, and financial restraints preveated
us from even re-typing them. For reasons of length, minority reports
or other additions to the recommendations are not reprinted, but will
be on file at the Resource Room at the Conference facility. States
which have minority reports on file are indicated by an asterisk (*).
The Table of Contents reports the topics covered by the states in their
own words. It should be a useful tool in locating recommendations which
will ke dealt with in particular workgroups. Some states sent no
issues report, partial reports, or reports so massive that they cannot
be included in this volume. We continue to work with these states and
hope to have their final reports available at the Conferences.
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I urge you to read these recommendations with care. They represent
the hopes, concerns and hard won agreements of thousands of Americans.

Jim Guy Tucker

Chairperson

White House Conference
on Families
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SECTION A

Massachusetts has a unique set of -circumstances. In
their final Delegate meeting, the Delegates accepted a
majority report. Subsequently, a minority report was
written, signed and submitted by a majority of the
Delegates. In all fairness we will make available both

points of view in the White House Conference on Families
Resource Room.
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MASSACHUSETTS PLANNING COMMITTEE to the WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE on FAMILIES

Rep Mark E. Lawion % Massasoit Community Colleae
State Coordinator Adiinistration Building, A-16
BrozNton Massachusetts 02302

617/520-2560

I. FIFTEEN PRIORITY MASSACHUSETTS TOPIC/1SSUES

1. Topic: PARENTAL RIGHTS

2. Topic: GOVERNMENT POLICIES/INTERVENTION
3. Topic: DAY CARE

4. 7Topic: EDUCATION

5. Topic: RIGHT TO LIFE/ABORTION

6. Topic: DEFINITION OF FAMILY

7. Topic: FAﬁILY SERV1CES/SUPPORT SYSTEMS
8. Topic: RELIGION AND FAMILY LIFE

9. Topic: INFLATION/INCOME

10. Topic: BREAKDOWN OF FAMILY

11. Topic: HEALTK SERVICES/POLICIES

12. Topic: TAX CREDITS/REFORM

13. Topic  SINGLE PARENTS

14. Topic: WELFARE REFORM

15. Topic: CULTURAL/RACIAL HERITAGES




WHITL HOUSLE CONIERENCE ON FAMILIES

State lIssues Priority Form

Date: !arch 29, 1980

State or Territory  MASSACIUSEITS

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ranking among the 3% topics.
15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101 12
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 14

o

Topic:  PARENTAL RIGHTS

Issue:  Should the Rights of Parents be primary °

Policy Recommendations: Parental rights are primary and should not be usuiped
and or overidden by any outside agency teaching and or legislating modes of be-
havior and value systems at odds with the beliefs and values of parents. :

Program Recommendations:

1. Pass Family Protection Act S-1808 (by Laxalt).

2, Congress should cease funding all agencies (Planned Parenthood, abortion
clinics) which violate parents' rights.

Strategy Recommendations:

1. Write Senators to support S-1808,

2. Write Representatives to sponsor similar legislation.,

13
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State Issues Priority Form

Statle or Territory: MASSACHUSETTS Date:; larch 29, 1980

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the 3 1opics.

' 15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 213
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 1415

Topic: GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE

Issue: Should federal government have jurisdiction over laws relating to
marriage and domestic relations, ‘and should it be able to fund or re-

gulate family relations programs without specific auihorization from
state legislature?

Policy Recommendations: Federal government should not have jurisdiction over

laws relating to marriage and- domestic relations and should not be able to fund

or regulate family rrlations programs without specific authorization from state

legislature. '

Program Recommendations:

1. Urge Congressional representatives to pass Family Protection Act S-1808,
2, Urge Congress to vote HR2277.

Strategy Recommendations:




State lssues Priority Form

State or Territory: ASSACHUSEITS " Date: March 29, 1980

Contact Ferson: John McFarland 617/58C-2560

Ranking of the Topbics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicaling its

ranking among the 3% topics.
15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 12 13
14 15

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Qutline:

Topic: GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE

Issue: In what manner can government protect the family?

Policy Recommendations: Government should enact and pass the Family

Protection Act S-1808,

Program Recommendations:
1. Congress should pass Family Protection Act (by Laxalt) S-1808,

Strategyy Recommendations:

1. Write Senators to support S-1808.

2. Write Representatives to sponsor similar legislation.




State lssues Priority Form

State or Territory: MASSACEUSELITS Date: Narch 29, 1980

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ranking among the & topics.
15
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 213
14 15

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: DAY CARE

Recognizing that this care is best provided by the family in the hone,
is the private sector better able to regulate and administer day care
for elderly people and for children of working parents than is the

federal government .

Issue:

When necessary, day care for children of working
parents and for elderly people can best be provided
and regulated at the local community level,

. Policy Recommendations:

Program Recommendations:

Give tax incentives to private industry to establish and financially support
on site, parent-run day care.

2. Give tax deductions for unmonetized care.

1,

Strategy Recommendations:

Concerned parents work with industry to explore feasibility to above recom-
mendation,

2. Seek IRS arend code to provide above incentive,

1.




State lcsues Priority Form

State or Territory: MASSPCHUSETTS Date: MNarch 22, 1980

Contact Person:  John McParland 617/536-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Pleasé prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ranking among the ¥ topics.
15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 12 13
14 15

' Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

. Topic: - EDUCATION

Should the government be involved in teaching sex education in public

Issue:
schools ?

Policy Recommendations: The government should not be involved in any way in

the teaching of sex education courses in the schools;

it is strictly within the jurisdiction of the parents:

Program Recommendations:

1. Require school systems to secure parental input and yearly approval for all sex
education program curricula,

2. Any sex education provided in school should be limited to designated courses.

3. Local school boards and publishing companies should include valid, scientific
information on development of the pre-born child in all bioclogy courses and in

StralCQY Recommendations: textbooks in sensitive and factual manner.

Citizens must work for parental control of sex education and related programs
in the schools,

1.




State Jssues Priority Form

. Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle @ number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the & topics.

15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101 12 13
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 115

Topic:  EDUCATION

Should parents have the primary right and responsibility to educate their
children according to the philosophy of their chcice without government

interference or-financial penalty?

Issue:

Policy Recommendations: It is the right and corresponding responsibility of
. parents to educate their children according to their philosophy and value system

without government interference or financial penalty.

Program Recommendations:
1., Pass Family Protection Act S-1808.

2. Abolish Department of Education.
3, Pass legislation specifying limits to HSS regulations relating to Title X.

Strategy Recommendations:
1. Citizens should contact legislators concerning above recommendations.

17




State kssues Priority Rorm

State or Territory: MASSA(HUSEITS : Date: March 29, 1980

Contact Person: John iMcParland 617/5806-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the 3& topics.

15

1231—56789101112‘,

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 14

Topic: EDUCATION

Issue: Should the government initiate a Voucher System so parents have the

freedom to choose their child's school?

The government should make possible the primary right

Policy Recommendations:
of parents to educate their children by establishing -

- the Voucher System,;--~—~ v~

Program Recommendations: .
1. As temporary measure, pass Packwood-Moynihan Tuition Tax Credit Act,

2, Further legislate to establish a Voucher System,
3. Pass the Family Protection Act S-1808.

Strategy Recommendations:

Indjividuals should work toward a Voucher System for education.

13
15



Slate Issues Priority Form

Date: Harcl? _29_5_ ]2&0

State or Territory; MASSACHUSEITS

B contact Person:  gohn merariang 617,/580-2560 _

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ranking among the ¥ topics.
15

1 2 3 4 S & 7 8 9 10 11 12
14

. Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Qutline:

Topic: DEFINITION OF FAMILY

Issue: What family structure should be encouraged and supported by federal

legislation and program requirements:

Policy Recommendations: Laws, court interpretation, and public policy must de-

ine the family in the traditional definition of the family as a married male and
female and their children by blood or adoption, and should include the single parcent

family, foster family and the extended family; but preclude alternative 1life styles

Program Recommendations: as legitimate family units.,

1. Pass Family Protection Act S-1808,
2., Defeat Bill HR-2977, which defines "family" as two or more persons who live
" together or have lived together.

Strategy Recommendations:
Write legislators to support this definition of the family in the traditional

1.

sense,

19
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WHITE HOUSE CONTERENCE ON I'AMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: MASSPCHUSETTS Date: !arch 29', 1980 .

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of .the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicaling its
ranking among the ¥ topics.

15

1 2 3 4 ) 6 _7. 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 1f

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: FAMILY SUPPOKT SYSTEMS

Issue: Should support systems designed to help families be 'fundeq, regulated

and administered on the local level ?

Policy Recommendations: Family support systems which evolve from and are re-

gulated and administered by and on the local level, are more responsive to and

effective in assisting families to cope with their problems.

Program Recommendations:
1. Encourage local church groups and private agencies to provide support to families.

2, Public recoggnition and support of contribution of self-help groups such as AA.
3. Make available health and homemaker services.

Strategy Recommendations:

1, 1Individuals become involved in and volunteer for community programs.

\




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State lssucs Priority Form

Dale: T'..?J_‘Ch 29, 1980

' State or Territory: MASSACHUSEITS

Contact Person: John McParland 617,/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ranking among the ¥¥-topics.
15

1 2 3 4 S5 6 7 8B 9 10 11 12
14

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: RELIGION

Should government actions be allowed to narrow and resirict ithe concept

Issue:
and place of religion in the life of its people as expressed in the

Cohstitution -

Policy Recommendations: Government actions must not be allowed to narrow and

restrict the concept and place of religion in the life of its people as expressed

in the Constitution.~”

Program Recommendations:

- 1, Amend Chapter 81 of Title 28, U.S. Code to reinstate school prayer.

2. Recognizing Supreme Court's definition of Secular Humanism, Congress should
subject its teachings to those restrictions applied to other religions.

3. Amend HSS or IRS guidelines which infringe on churches or church institutions.

Strategy Recommendations:
1. Petition legislators to reinstate school prayer by appropriaie legislation.

13
15



State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: MASSACHUSETTS

= e e e+ m——————— e e

Date: March 29, 1980 ‘

Contact Person: John }cParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and

circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the 3% 1topics.
15

1 23'4‘5678_9_101112__13-
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 1415

- Topic:  INFLATION-INCOME

Issue: Should government fiscal olicies encourage families to stay together
LLXAL 2N P .

and be self-sufficient by supplementing low incomes_?

Policy Recommendations:

Government fiscal policies should encourage families

to stay together where possible and be self sufficient, by supplementing low inccres.

Program Recommendations:
l. Employers should take family needs into consideration when setti ng work schedules,

2. Government relief programs should have as their goal that the recipients should
become self-supporting.

3. Government policy should in every way encourage and make financially possible
the adoption of all children.

Strategy Recommendations:

1. Employees (parents) should ask employers to implement flex-tinme.
2. Secek legislative amendment of IRS code.

Tax structure should be changed to provide tax credits to allow families to care
Tor at home the handicapped, the elderly and pre-schoolers where possible,




State or Territory: MASEPCHUSEITS Date: "arch 29, 1980

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the i topics.

15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic:  INCOME-INFLATION

Issue: What steps can government take to combat inflation and reduce its

effects upon the family?

Policy Recommendations: Government can combat inflation and lessen its effects

upon the family by reducing the scope and size of government and balancing the
. budgets

Program Recommendations:
1. Social security should be put on sound basis.,

Strategy Recommendations:




State Issues Priority 'orm

State or Territory: MASSACHUSEITS L Date: March 29, 1980

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the. Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the ¥ topics.

15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic:  INCOME-INFLATION

Issue: Is family prosperity best assured in an economy regulated and controlled

by the government ?

- Policy Recommendations: Economic well-being is best assured by an economic
system based on private initiative.

Program Recommendations:

1. Cut down government regulations.
2. Encourage low-cost housing integrated into suburbs in cluster style units
rather than large units by private developers.

Strategy Recommendations:

1. Urge legislators to balance the budget.
2. Urge legislators to assist small businesses by tax incentives.




State Issues Priority 'orm

Date: March 29, 1980

State or Territory: MASSACHUSETTS

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle @ number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the & topics.

15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: BREAKDOWN OF FAMILY

Issue: To avoid the breakdown of the family, should adult courses be offered

in marriage and parenting?

'Eolicy Recommendations: Adult courses should be offered on the community level

, in marriage and parenting, to encourage parents to

recognize homemaking as a career.

Program Recommendations:

1. The churches, school and community groups should cooperate in initiating
and controlling on the local level classes as needed.

Stralegy Recommendations:
Support and encourage competent and qualified community involvement in such

PTOgTrams.

1.




State Issuves Priority Form

State or Territory: -MASSPCHUSELTS Date: !arch 29, 1980 ‘

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the 1¥+topics.

15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Aom o121
14 15

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic:  BREAKDOWN OF FAMILY

Issue: What steps can the government take to protect families from the weakening
effect of lelevision programming, seductive and offensive advertising and unwar-

- ranted exposure to pornographic material

Policy Recommendations: It should be the policy of the federal government to

encourage more family oriented programming, discourage offensive advertising and

enforce present laws regarding pornographic materials,

Program Recommendations:
1. Retain and enforce FCC regulation of the airways.

2. Retain and apply "Fairness Doctrine" in media to cover entertainment.

3. Enact and enforce strong state and national law that restricts the dissemina-
tion of pornographic material,

Strategy Recommendations:

1. ¥Write support for FCC regulations,




State lIssues Priority I'orm

State or Territory: MASSACHUSETTS Date: March 29, 1980

Contact Person:  John McParland 617,/580-2560

. ———— e ————

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle @ number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the ¥¥topics.
15

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ¢ 710 11 12
14

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: BREAKDOWN OF FAMILY
d0pic:

Issue: In what way can the government and community assist families suffering

effects from alcohol or drug abuse ’

Policy Recommendations: The federal governnent should more strictly enforce

existing laws regarding alcohol and drug abuse and preventive education, counseling
and assistance should be provided on the community level for families suifering the

effects gf alcohol abuse,

Program Recommendations:
1, State and local organizations should provide programs of preventive education
and counseling for families suffering from alcohol or drug abuse.

2. Oppose decriminaligation ot mind-altering drugs.

Strategy Recommendations:
1. Support and recommend self-help groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous to those

battling with alcoholism.
2. Encourage community preventive programs on alcohols.

13
15



State lssues Priorily. Form

State or Territory: ASSACHUSETTS . Date: March 29, 1980 .

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ranking among the 3 topics. .
15 -

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 14: [15'

Topic: HEALTH SERVICES POLICIES

Issue:  Are programs of comprehensive family health care more effective in

delivery and efficient in cost when offered and administered at the

community level ’

Policy Recommendations: Comprehensive hcalth care services to the fauily are

more efficient in cost and answers needs more effectively when initiated and con-
trolled at the community level, .in keeping with the morals and values of the

families involved.

Program Recommendations:

Strategy Recommendations:




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State lIssues Priority Form

. State or Territory: MASSACHUSEITS Date: March 29, 1980

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560 .

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the ¥ topics.

15

1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15

\

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: TAX POLICY

Issue: TAX POLICY

Policy Recommendations: Should the tax structure be changed to provide exemp-

tions, credits to enable families to care for at home, when and where possible,

dependent members of the JE‘a.mily.7 \

Program Recommendations:  The tax structure should be changed, through

tax exemptions and credits to enable families who wish to care for dependent

members at home.

Strategy Recommendations:




WHITE HOUSE CONI'ERENCE ON FAMILIFS

State Issues Priority Form \

State or Territory: MASSPGUSETTS Date: !larch 29, 17280 : .

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the 313 topics.

15

1 2 3 4 -5 6«7~ 8:9 10 #1112 13
14 15

Major Subject Category {from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: SINGLE ‘PARENTS ..

Are the speciai needs of single parent families most effectively met

Issue:
b
by groups and agencies administered on the local and community level .

Policy Recommendations: The special nceds of single parent families are most

effectively met by groups and agepcies most knowledgeable about the needs, and

administered at the community level.

Program Recommendations:

Strategy Recommendations:




State Issues Priority Form

Date: March 29, 1980

State or Territory: MASSACHUSETTS

' Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topic’:s'"ih ‘your report and
. circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the & topics.
15

| 1 2 3 4q 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
~ Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: _14 15

Topic:  CULTURAL RACIAL HERITAGE '
i

Issue: Are racial and cultural heritages a strengthening influence on the
family and can their preservation best be encouraged on the local level -

. Policy Recommendations: Racial and cultural heritage has always been a unique
'source of family strenth and it is on the community level that we can best learn
to know and experience that unity can and does exlist in diversity.

‘Program Recommendations:

Strategy Recommendations:

\




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON TI'AMILIES

State Issues Priorily Form

State or Territory: MASSPCHUSEITS Date: Narch 29, 1980 ‘

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560 .

Ranking ofi the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicatling its

ranking among the 3 topics.
: 15. :

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13

14 15.

o

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: WELFARE REFORM

Issue: 1Is Welfare Reform needed to place all aspects of welfare assistance under

local jurisdiction and administration ’

Policy Recommendations:  qhe administration of all welfare assistance should
be on the state and local level so that agencies can more promptly and effectively
respond to the real need of families and help them to help themselves. '

Program Recommendations:

Strategy Recommendations:
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MISSISSIPPI WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

SECTIO
. TOP ISSUES N B

I. Improvements in Schools

What improvemenys are needed in our schools in order that families
are reinforced in their attempt to rear their children into productive,
creative, and honest citizens?

i
a. Return to basic education.
b. Institute rigid teacher qualifications.

v C. Establish definite, just, and consistent rules of discipline based
on standards. |

d. Give more emphasis to the development of traditional American moral
and standards and precepts.

e. Put an immediate halt to HEW using federal funding as a point of
leverage to enact directives regarding our schools.

f. Eliminate the humanistic teachings and philosophies in our schools.

g. Parents should review the textbooks.

h.  Invite the Gablers from Texas to review Mississippi textbooks.

i.  Support teachers who have the courage and insight to oppoée the
National Education Association in their drive to direct the
education of our children.

J. Limit the power of the Department of Education.

k. Employ principals who understand that the Constitution did not intend
for our school boards to completely divorce themselves form religious
precepts. . '

1. Assﬁst our schools' boards in finding funds with which to employ
competent teachers.

m. Return to community control.
n. Abolish forced busing.

II. Government Intrusion in the Family

How can we stop the government intrusion into our families?

a. Congress can curb the power of the judiciary and bureaucracy so
that they cannot issue edicts and directives, such as busing, abor-
tion, and control of firearms, which are contrary to the will of the
people.
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b. Hold our congressmen accountable for their support of the Family
Protection Act.

c. Support the policies of the National Federation of Decency.
d. Enact and enforce more exact and stringent obscenity laws.

e. Stop such programs as IYC and IWY and WHCF which are attempting to
instruct families according to a humanist philosophy.

f. Stop the changes to such laws as the Social Security laws which
penalize the housewives and promote the working wife and mother.

g. Stop the establishment of state nurseries and kindergartens that
take the child out of the home at an early age.

h. Not allow sex-education in our school.

i.  The federal government should refrain from interferring with our
private schools through its use of tax laws.

j. Stop the government supported abortion clirics.

k. The government push to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment is estab-
lishing a policy which discourages the mother to remain in the home
with her young children.

1. The destruction of our public school systems could be stopped by
the curbing of the federal government s forced rulings on the
local school systems.

m. Demand a return of the government from un-godly stands to standards
based on the belief in God.

n. Teach our children the love for their country‘and our country's need
for high moral standards.

IIf. Definition of Family

The. government should define the family as follows: a family consists
of persons created by God who are related by blood, heterosexual marriage (a
natural man and a natural woman), a legal adoption. .

IV. Societal Pressure on Family

What part does the confusion of sex roles play in the breakdown of the
family structure?

a. The Equal Rights Amendment should not be ratified.

b. The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare should be state
' controlled.

c. Laws should not legitimize homosexua]ity..
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VI.

Eliminate humanistic teachings and philosophies in our schools.
Ensure that your children have religious training and instruction.

Fight against the media us1ng its programs, pub11cat1on, etc. to
promote the perversions of our society.

Advocate the reinstatement of the draft for men, but oppose the
registration and drafting of women.

Economic Factors

How does‘inf1ation affect the family?

a.

Eliminate government spending on such unnecessary projects as the
International Year of the Child, International Women's Year, and
the White House Conferences of Families.

Reduce our taxes.

Amend the Constitution in order to balance the budget.

Raise the tariffs on foreign made products.

Congress should pass a national right to work law.

Abolish forced busing.

Eliminate ihdiscriminate funding of useless research projects.

Increase defense spending.

Abolish the United Nations.

Support agencies that investigate crimes.

Stop Federal Funding of the Pro ERA movement.

Support the Family Protection Act which gives a tax credit for
non-working mothers.

National Defense

How does national defense affect the family?

a.

We should have a strong national defense so that our family is
protected from foreign powers.

We should not use tax dollars for social engineering at the cost
and expense of a strong national defense.

We should recognize that we can maintain peace only through strength.

The drafting of women is not desireable. It reflects the disintegration
of our culture.
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VII. Federal Taxes and Federal Budget

For the purpose of promoting the American Family and the future of
the nation, Federal taxes should be reduced and the Federal budget
balanced. We should encourage everyone to become less dependent on
Federal help.

VIII. Rearing -Children

Whose responsibility is it to rear the children?

It is the parent's right and responsibility to rear and to form the
character of their children in accordance with His laws. Parental
rights are primary unless by the standards of common law the parents
have been shown to be unfit to discharge their parental duties.

Therefore, we should oppose all government policies and judicial
decisions which permit or promote government funded services which
counsel and distribute material on contraception and abortion to
minor children without parental knowledge and consent.

We should reject public policies or judicial decisions which embody
the children's liberation philosophy: that children have rights
separate from those of their family and/or parents.

We should oppose those who advocate the idea that 1ife does not begin
at the moment of fertilization.

-IX. Child Abuse

What can we do about child abuse? |
Because the child has the right to protection from the moment of
fertilization, through every state of development, the government,:
acting for the common good, should take prudent and appropriate
action to protect the life and safety of any child threatened.

Action should be taken at the state and local level with due regard

for the rights of the child and the parents concern.

-

N The enforcement of present laws and the adoption of stiffer penalties
for parents who are found guilty of child abuse should be instituted
immediately, although parents retain the authority to scripturally
discipline their children.

P I

X. Children and Parental nghts

Any enumeration of children's rights must begin with the right to 1ife
from the moment of conception. We reject public volicies or judicial
decisions which embody the children's liberation philosophy: that
children have rights separate from those of their family and/or parents.

Advocacy of children's right of the child to be born is reflective of
moral and intellectual bankruptcy. God has given to parents the right
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and responsibility to rear and from the character of their children

in accordance with His laws. Parental rights are primary, unless, by the
standards of common law, the parents have been shown to be unfit to
discharge their parental duties. We are opposed to government policies

and judicial decisions which permit or promote government-funded (services)
of counseling, contraception and abortion to minor children without parental
knowledge and consent.



WHITE HOUSE.CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

Issues Summary Form

State or Territory: Mississippj Date: 3-25-80

Contact Person: Edna Harbour

Please list the additional topics, issues and recommendations that were
discussed in your state.

TOPICS ISSUES RECOMMENDATIONS

Humble Appeal to Repentance
Protection of Homes
Family Oriented Schools

h?;ﬁ of Raspect for Life (SEE, ATTACHED ADDENDIM)

Fairness and Equal Justice

O N WN ~—
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Humble Appeal to Repentance

While we have the obligation to work for just laws and involve ourselves
in the political process, we must nevertheless recognize that the basic
problems confronting our nation and its families are spiritual and moral.

‘We, as a-society, have increasingly turned from God and His laws. Con-

tinuation on this course will lead to the destruction of this nation.

Yet God says, "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves and pray, and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then will I hear from Heaven and will forgive their sins and will heal
their land." (Chronicles 7:14) Therefore, we humbly and urgently appeal
to President Carter to call our Nation to humble itself before God, seek-
ing forgiveness through Jesus Christ and pleading with Him to return us
to Himself and thus heal our land and families,

Protection of Homes

We need to protect our homes because criminal forces continue to attack
the family structure both through direct assault on the family, and through
criminal elements in society.

Therefore, be it enacted to:

Impose stiffer penalties in youth courts for repeated offenders and remove
the cloak of secrecy in a majority of cases.

Deter drug abuse by not only making the sale of certain narcotics illegal,
but, in addition, make the sale of drug related paraphenalia illegal,

Enforce more exact and stringent local obsenity and pornography laws.
\

Support the policies of thé National Federation' of Decency and encourage
our citizens to monitor the media so as to pass along to these sources our
feelings regarding the media's low and/or immoral taste in programs and
advertising.

Oppose any attempt of the sale of govermment to control the ownership of
firearms by individuals, These firearms are for the protection of the
family and are a constitutional right.

Family Oriented Schools

a. The children should have the right and opbortunity to learn Biblical
principles in school.

b. Institute rigid teacher qualifications,

c. Establish definite, rigid, and consistent rules of discipline based
on community standards,

d. Parents should review the textbooks and instructional materials used
by their children.



4, Lack of Rspect for Life

Blatant disregard for human life is destroying the worth of the family and
the individual within the family. "Quality" of life has become much more
sacred than life.itself.

a. Promote the respect for life at all levels of development from conception
to natural death,

b. End federal funding of abortion except in the case where the life of the
mother is at stake. '

C. Support a human 1ife amendment to theU. S. Constitution protecting all
human Tife,

d. Eliminate F ederal funding of centers in vitro fertilization and the pro-
grams within these centers. .

e. Halt studies on life-aborted babies and studies on other 1ive babies
unless said research is necessary to prolong the 1ife of that one person,

f. A1 human beings, regardless of bodily and/or mental 1imitations will be
afforded medical treatment, love, and care just as would be provided any
other respected human being,

9. Ay government program directed at the aged and/or infirm should be given
priority to services within the family structure and home as opposed to
any institutionalization.

h. A1 media sources should begin to news report rather than editorialize
on the dangerous issues now confronting the traditional family.

5. High Orime

Criminal forces continue to attack the family structure both through direct
threat of assault on the family and through family breakup due to the criminal
elements in society.

a, Enact stiffer penalties in youth courts for repeated offenders,

b. As a deterrent to the drug abuse, pass a state law not only making the
sale of certain illegal narcotics, but in addition, making the sale of
drug related paraphanalia illegal,

C. Speedy but accurate prosecution of rapist--insuring protection, considera-
tion, respect, and dignity to the victim.

d. Enact and enforce more stringent local 6bscenity and pornography laws,

e. In addition to criminal statutes, we must support the policies of the
National Federation of Decency and encourage our citizens to monitor
the media so as to pass along to these sources our feelings concern~
ing criminal and moral codes. '

i
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. Fairness and Equal Justice

To President Qarter and any future Presidents who may call other conferences
regarding any aspects of family life or American life

» we believe that all
delegates to such conferences should be elected by the democratic process
and that none should be appointed by individuals or committees.
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NEW JERSEY POLICY STATEMENT

SECTION C

Parents and Children
(B-8)

Services to children should ensure that each.child is provided
with the maximum opportuiity to grow and develop in an environment
which provides security, affection, stability, and a future to look
forward to. Such éervices should acknowledge the family or a
family-like setting as the most desirable place for a child to be,
whenever possible. Impliéit in this, it should be understood that
families differ in their composition, their norms, and their needs.
This uniqueness must be acknowledged and accepted - no one type of
family can be described as the ideal for eviry child.

In order to achieve this purpose, services“to children should
support and enrich the family whenever feasible. The role of public
and private agencies shoﬁld not usually substitute for, but should
nurture, build and supplement what the home has to offer. Within this
context, child welfare services should emphasize as a first priority
those areas which can help families to deal equitably with stress,
crises, or external pressures and prevent breakdown of family
functioning which may lead to separation.

A wide range of services should be available within each
community. For example, different types of child care and homemaker
services, as well as parent education, and, counseling services, should
be readily available to the parent who must work, the adolescent in

need of special support, the parent with ‘many children or children with

speciai needs. The parent whose own needs are paramount may be in
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need of support to ensure protection and care for his/her children.
Advocacy and assistance in dealing with economic issues are critical.
They should focus on provision of a realistic regionally determined
minimum income to meet basic needs of food, shelter, and clothing.
Access to adequate education and health care, as well as opportunities
to be meaningfully employed, should be ensured. Services to
adolescents in crisi;, including those who come into conflict with
the law, should also be structured to ensure that community |
programs respond to the family as a whole, and attempt to resolve
critical parent-child conflicts within the family setting whenever
possible.

For those children who, for their own protection or because of
special needs, must be separated from their families,. services
should be delivered within a context which promotes careful decision-
making and planning. This activity should be directed towards attain-
ment of a permanent home for the child as rapidly as possible.

Foster care and residential services'should be supported and
develobed in such a way that providers have adequate resources and
training. They should be viewed as time-limited components of a
process, moving towards return to the original family or placement
in another permanent home. Adoption services, to this end, should
not be viewed as finding children for parents, but must represent the
search for homes for children who need them. For the small number of
children whose needs cannot be met in a family setting, alternative

programs should be deveioped to provide treatment and care in as
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'homelike a manner as possible.

Such services must be delivered within a legislative and adminis-
trative framework which acknowledges the value of a family as the most-
healthy place for most children. It must accept the variety and
differences of the numerous types of families which children are
born into and raised in.. It must include financial support for
preventive services to families at home, in order to prevent
separation, which inevitably increases the cost of services. It
must acknowledge the numerous complex systems which are invalved
with children and families and be structured in a way which
minimizes duplication, overlap and conflict.

Legislative efforts such as HR 3434 reflect these goals.

It is critical that all individuals involved in service delivery
to children be aware of the need for their involvement in the
political and administrative decision-making which impacts on the
structure and financing of such services. Children have long

been a silent minority. We must be their voice.




"‘"Ové{-al']”ﬂ_iaae of al1 Workshops: REALLOCATION OF OUR BUDGET PRIORITIES TOWARD

I.

IT.

PROVIDING ADEQUATE INCOME AND OTHER SUPPORT
FOR FAMILIES

Economic Pressures |

A. Economic Planning for Full Employment - the government should be the
employer of last resort.

B. Battle against inflation imaginatively.

C. Equal opportunity policies to prevent racial, sex, age, youth, handicap
discrimination in the job market. Equal pay for work of comparable value.

D. Jobs:
1. Career ‘and vocational training in high schools

2. Job retraining for all ages.

Family and Work

A. The group noted that there was often a serious conflict between family
responsibilities and the demands of work for both mer and women.

1. Personnel policies should not permit discrimination on the
basis of child care.

2. Policies should be~designed to permit wage earners to combine
work and child rearing by providing leaves of absence, flexible
vacation schedules and flexible work hours for child-rearing.

3. Support services -in public and private sectors of employment

(a) Day care programs
(b) Counseling
(c) Family health plans

4, Parenthood Credits - "Veterans preference" should be extended
to those who take time off for parenting.

5. More flexible work schedules:
(a) Flexible time should be permitted where employees
can set up their own hours within Timits.
(b) Part-time jobs with benefits should be available.
6. Pensions - Wage earners with family responsibilities should not

lose their pensions because they are out of the job market for
periods of time, or must change jobs.

7. Affirmative action policies can be improved if the following occur:

(a) Procedures for complaint are expedited.
(b) Monitoring procedures are improved.
(c) Access to governmental enforcement is broadened.

15
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8. Revision of child labor laws to permit more young people to
work. While provisions to protect child's safety and health

are essential, some of the provisions are exclusionary and
could be safely altered.

B. Full employment

Eqﬁal opportunity

Racial Discrimination

Career and vocational training

Government should be employer of last resort

Job retraining for all ages

Incentives for industry

Reform of AFDC

National Health Care Plan

OQNO\P#MN—'

Inflation

—
o
e

Medicaid/Care reform for full home care benefits

II1I. Tax Policies
) A. Tax reform to provide incentives for economic independence.
B. Reform tax structure to provide a minimum income level for all families.

C. Eliminate tax discrimination against any life style.
(The Fenwick bi11 was given as an example)

D. Higher tax exemptions should be provided in the following categories:.
1. Increased deducations for child care expense
2. High dependency exemp%ions
3. Tax exemptions for the head of household should be raised.

" E. Remove regressive taxes at the natonal, state, local level such as sales
taxes.

F. Upgrading of volunteers work with tax policies which permit writing off
a higher amount for mileage and child care expense.

G. Tax credits should be provided to parents for the cost of higher education
of their youngsters.




Iv.

N

Income Security for Families

We urged that policies be set which establish:

A.
B.

Regionally - determined minimum income for all families.
Right to basic needs of food, shelter, clothing.
Right to job. )

Reform of AFDC - strong incentive for father to leave house.

. Right to food - food stamps.

Child support - enforcement of support laws.
National health care plan is needed
Social Security reform:

1. Remove inequalities in social security to allow couples
to collect individual payments.

2. Revise automatic increases in social security to based
on-more realistic Consumer Price Index.

3. Reform work deductions.

4., Parenthood credit included in social security.

Status of Homemakers:

A.

B.
C.
D.
E

Social Security for Homemakers, Unemployment, Disability.
Recognition of transferable skills.

Day Care - avai]abilityvof licensed day, 24 hour care
Support for pension plan for Homemakers through IRAs.

Continuous Education

3o
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Summary of Recommendations

B. 7Yanilies: Challenges and Respousibilities
Saturday, May 10, 1980

Racorded by Fay Yeager

‘

6. Preparation for !hrthge and Family Life (family 1ife education, prepa-
ration for marriage, parenting)

Participants——Bob Quigley, Marion Phillips

Becsuse of the need for emotionally healthy people with positive self-
esteem, we support human developmant programs for all ages which pro-
mote positive self-esteem, family 1ife, parenting skills, commmication
skills, handling stress. .

There should be family 1ife education within the curriculum of the schools,
K through 12. These courses should include survival skills, sound parent-
ing, personal and family heaith, interpersonal relations as well as sex
education.

We support a holistic approach to family 1life, education in the school
with a major goal to enable students to make rasponsible decisions,

Legislation should be enacted tc publicly fund parenting skills, training
for parents, guardians and prospective parents.

Federal incentives to the states should provide mandated family 1ife
‘programs in the school and training for those who provide it.

7. Specific Supports for Families (two-parent families, single-parent fam-
1lies, extended families, military families, migrant families, other
specific families, definitions) ‘

Participants—Delia Rivera, Jacque Stacey, and Fay Yeager

We urge that a definition of family be broadened to include the many
varieties of family and this definition should consider diverse cultural
backgrounds.

Ve recommend the establishment of multi-cultural commmity-basad systems
which would support the family as an institution, recognizing changing
family needs and structureas and the viability of family growth as a
continuing process, and which would have community involvement in the
decision-making process.

We urge that there be incentives to local school districts to provide
space in school facilities for neighborhood human service programs,
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9.

10.

There 1s a nced for support systems: institutions, educational systems,
media government, to recognize that there are different family patterns.

In the recognition of the strength and needs of diverse fanilies, there
should be support systems within the family and without, and interven-
tion for femilies in need.

Parents and Children (families with children, foster care, adoption,
youth, adolescent parents, parent-child relations)

Participants—Bernice Manshel and Ben Amos

There should be a family {mpact statement required for all legislation
being considered. Administrators of the legislation should be account-~
able.

Community located comprehensive services for families should include
prevention as well as corrective program aspects.

It 1s vital that we consider the positive impact of responsible fanmily
planning, mental health, and day care services in the fight against
poverty, therefore, we feel that the zocial service programs in these
arsas must not be cut or eliminated and should be funded to meet cur-
rent needs.

The network of interrelated public and private support services for
fanilies ghould include a community awareness component and should
address both long-term support and crisis intervention.

Family Violence (child abuse, spouse abuse, abuse of the aged)
Participant--Aletha Wright

(Programs for crisis intervention have been recommended in other con-
ference topics (B8, D17, D20) and Ms. Wright is to draft these state-
ments.)

Substance Abuse (alcoholism, drug abuse)

Participant--Matt Martin

We should enforce restriction and control of the use of marijuana and
other dangerous drugs, recognizing them as serious social and health

problems. Faculty information and education should be made available
to parents, teachars and children.
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Alcohol, when abused, has a significantly negative impact on the family.
It should be clearly labeled as harmful. Drug abuse is a national prob-
lem and its solution should be the strengthening of laws which apprehend
and fully proseacute drug importers and distributors

11. Aging and Families (older families, long-term care, services, independencas,
other needs and strengths)

Participent——Robart Helsabeck

In viev of the increasing proportion of the elderly in our society and
the impact on the family, we recommend the creation and expansion of
home~based and community services which would provide alternatives to
traditional custodial patterns of care.

(See also Health, Housing)

Overall Recommendations

It wvas especially urged that the White House Conference on Families
redefine "family" to include the realities of today's family.

Highly recommended was the family impact statement to be required for
all legislation.

May 20, 1980
Fay Yeager




Families: Challenges and Redponsibilities

Family VioLence (child abuse, spouse abuse, and abdse of the aged)

The priority for the New Jernsey delegation to the White House
Confenence on Families shall be as follows:

Federal, state, and Local policies should promote the
development of§ programé forn the prevention:and treatment.of
violence 4in the family, Li.e. child abuse and child neglect,
battered spouse, and abuse and neglect of the aged. ALthough
treatment senvices are needed they should be integrated into
the provision of community-focused and community-based human
services and take into consdideration Linguistic and cultural
responsdiveness, These support serviced should render boith
Long-Lerm and cnisds intenvention senviees, In addition,
priority gforn program development should be focused on preven-
tion of violence in the family and address the social, economdic,
and environmental conditions and stresses which often promote
‘such violence in families.

STRATEGY-The formulation and integration of said policies and
programé should be éoondinated under the Deparitment of Health
and Human Services, Administration of Children, Youth, and
Families; and the expentise:that the Administration of Childnren,
Youth, and Families has developed through its National Centen
on Child Abuse and Negleet be utilized in the development of
policies and programs to prevent and treat the problem of

family violence.
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Category -~ Fanily and Human Needs
Workshop - Education

Priorities

I Priority must be given to providing adeéuate funding appropriations
and standards so that educational systems are held accotntable for
providing Quality Educational programs inclusive of :

a) Pre-school to Twelfth Grade

b) ®ilingual education

c) Special Bducation (including excepion and gifted)

d) Community Education

e) Handicapped Bucation

f) Continuing Education

g) Vocational Bducation
with encouragment of parental involvement. This education should be
given in a student's native language.

II Priority should be given to Family Life Bducation through all
the life cycles which include: ’

a) parenting skills

%) communication skills

c) life skills

d) human relations skills

IITI  Priority should be given to mandated education in the areas
of consumexr rights and responsibilities as well as family legal rights
and responsibilities. '

Strategies

1. Congress should enact legislation to appropriate adequate funds to
insure quality education.

2. Special interest groups (logally and nationally) and taxpayers
should attempt to influence legislators at all levels - Federal, State
including the State Roard of Bducatior, and local TFoards of Bducation

to insure adeguate funding for each educational svster.
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. Bucation (continued)
- Strategies

' 3. That wnder loacl Board of Bducation there be established in every
school a Council’for'policy and program development made up of parents,
staff (educators) and students.

4. That Congress enact legislation to appropriate adequate funds for
- Eéhsitivity training for educatbrs in order to dea}_effectively with the

¥

diversified needs of students.

5. That taxpayvers exert influence on State and lozal Roards of Biucation
_ to provide funds for sensitivity training for educators.

€
iy
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FAMILIES AND HUMAN NEEDS

Workgroup # 13 Health

There should be a national policy which promotes and insures a
comprehensive health care system which is coordinated at the state
level through health systems agencies.

Such a system would:

1. Be cost effective. Reimbursement costs should be fair and
equitable..

2. Offer high quality medical services from conception to death
to all including mentally and physically handicapped.

3. Provide reasonable geographic access and availability. There
should be a redistribution of health manpower to areas of
health need through inventive programs.

4. Establish and promulgate community education programs with
emphasis on prevention and health maintenance.

5. Coordinate existing health/social services to avoid duplication
and build on current strengths.

6. Recognize interrelationship between mental and physical health.
7. Improve health care in areas of:
A. Institutional Care

B. Half-way environments
C. Community Education programs for people returning to community.

Each person shall have the right to select his/her own method of controlling
his/her own body, including choice of health provider.
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HOUSING

14. Federal, state and local governmental policies should encourage
the preservation and availability of safe, decent, affordable
housing on a non-discriminatory basis for all types of family
units to meet a variety of family sizes and needs.

STRATEGIES: 1) Full enforcement of anti-discrimination laws
' in housing, credit and zoning, and barrier-free
codes

2) Greater federal support for housing for the poor
and the elderly .and displaced persons

3) Prior examination of the impact of proposed gov-
ernmental or private housing or development pro-
grams to assure that a sense of "neighborhood"
or "community" is preserved

4) Increased public awareness by special interest
groups of each local community's responsibilities
to all of its citizens and to the larger commu-

'. , nity in which the local community exists

5) Encourage responsible agencies to.increase public

awareness of the interrelatedness of governmental
social, housing and economic policies
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Category -~ TFamily and Human Keeds
Workshop - Child Cave o

Priority

I Congress should enact legislation which will insure that comprehensive
educational child care services that meet guality licensing standards are

made available to all families who need it for children from infancy through

school age.

II Federally subsidized child care should be available to families
based on need and ability to pay and include single parent families,
two-parent employed, part or full time employed, parents attending school
and afmilies in crisis. |

III Flexible child care schedules should be available to families
who may select from options that include private and public care, family
based care and employer-based care.

Strategies

1l.. Delivery systems should be coordinated under a single federal agency
through a single state agency with policy development and control
residing within the community.

£. Congress should appropriate monies to increase awailable slots
to meet the needs of families who are within federal guidelines.

3. Fee reimbursement to child care centers should reflect actual costs

of child care and contracts be made available to all non profit centers.

4, Tax incertives should be offered for the establishment of innovative
child care systems , such as employer-based child care and to a parent

vho remains at home with a pre-school child.

o6



17.

18.

19.

Pamilies and Major Institutionms

Our Committee recognizes the need for the development of a coherent,
comprehensive National Family Policy. However, it was felt that there
should be’ a transitional or introductory stage. During this stage,

a National Commission should be appointed by the President or Congress
to -“tudy the feasibility of a coherent, comprehensive Naticnal Family
Pc.icy.

Priorities
Government

1. Governmental programs need to be supportive and not intrusive:
to make available information and services to enhance and maximize
the well-being of the diverse family groups including extended
families.

2. National policy, programs and resources should insure support of
the family as the primary active caregiver.

3. Human services appropriations should receive a top priority, so
that every family can live with dignity.

4. To relieve the economic pressures so that the family and the com-
munity can zevitalize and reassert themselves.

5. All policies and programs should encourage a respect for the racial,
ethniec, cultural, and religious backgrounds of individuals and
families. .

Media

The White House Conference on Families should deplore the negative influ-
ence on families due to exploitation by mass media of stereotypes and
violence. We encourage the media to present a more positive, non-

stereotyped, sensitive portrayal of family life.

Community Institutions

1. The encouragement of multi-cultural community/mneighborhood systems
which would support the family as an institution, recognizing chang-
ing family needs and structures, and the viability of family growth
as a continuing process, and which would have community involvement
in the decision-making process.

2. Support services for families should include a network of inter-
related public and private services for families including a com=~
munity awareness component, long~term support services and crisis
intervention.
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20. Law and the Judicial System

1.

2.

States should be encouraged to rationalize the court system to
include alternatives such as specially trained judges for family
court and child advocacy programs.

That the White House Conference on Families take ﬁ position in
favor of passage of the Equal Rights Amendment.

Reporter for D: Yolanda Aguilar de Neely



EXPRESSION OF CONCERN

A major concern of many of us present as individuals and as organizational
representatives is the whole manner of planning today's New Jersey Regional
Conferences, the delegate selection procedures, and the White House Conference
itself.

1. The conference has had relatively little publicity nationwide and
almost none in New Jersey state and local newspapers or to organi-
zations vitally concerned with families.

2. The New Jersey Commission on Children, Youth and Families apparently
did not meet until January, 1980 to plah the New Jersey Conferences.

3. Organizations and individuals who attended the commission meetings
or:'wrote for information found great difficulties learning how to
register for today's regional meetings. People began to feel anxious
about the possibilities of their really being "allowed" to be here
today.

4. Registration procedures and operating rules inhibited democratic
representation and participation. We are concerned that the one
small group of commissioners are controlling much of the nomination
process. -

We submit our concerns for the record and we address these concerns to
all our state and federal elected officials so that future White House Con-
ferences be supported financially in the planning stage to make every effort
to insure a democratic process for maximum citizen participation and input.
Otherwise the issues that such conferences are called to address are lost
in the confusion and organizational problems.

We really hope that this White House Conference on Families will result
in positive legislative and financial support for programs serving families.
We do not want just a forum for talk--we want governmental action to deal
with our concerns.
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SECTION D WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

. State Issues Priority Form
) STATE OF Nevama

* RANKING OF TOPIC: 1

TOPIC: EDUCATION
ISSUE: In what ways can we improve education?

POLICY RECOMMENDATICNS:

1. Education of children begins with parents who delegate responsihility to
schools for formal education.

2. School curricula should be left in the jurisdiction of local school districts
and the state. :

3. Schools should reflect the high educational standards of the comfmnity.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATTONS :

1. Support the intent of Senator I#xalt's Family Protection Act's education
) provisions (S 1808).

2. Iocal school districts have the responsibility to assure that no ridicule of
students by teachers, administrators or other school employees occurs for
any reason, including sex, race, religion or personal or family values.
Teaching materials should not demean a student for any reason, including sex,
race, religion or personal or family values.

3. Iocal school boards should continue to determine policy and curricula for
local schools.

4. Restrict the role of the Federal Department of Education and returh educational
responsibility +o local school districts.

5. Many Nevadans who expressed their views felt that the religion of "humanism"
is harmful to the education of youth.

6. Encourage active participation in local parent-faculty organizations.

7. ‘ Vocal advocates of homosexuality should not be allowed as teachers or coun-
selors in public schools.

8. Streamline procedures for dismissing incompetent teachers and administrators.

9. We encourage Erglish to be taught to students who do not speak English, with
an appreciation for bilingual skills.

10. Endorse neighborhood school concept.
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EDUCATION (Improve Education)
Page 2

C11.

Many of those who expressed their opiniaons were in favor of passage of the
Family Protection Act (S 1808).

12. ILocal schools should emphasize basic skills -~ reading, language skills and
math - especially in the elementary grades.

13. Programs should be retained (or implemented where necessary) for early identi-
fication of children with learning disabilities and social problems, i.e.,
child abuse. Quality screening and follow-up programs for learning disabilities
should be uniformly available to all schools within a local school district.

14. More quality vocational education should be offered on a secondary level,
cambined with a quality academic program.

15. Replace irrelevant electives with useful required classes, such as consumer
education.

16. TV viewing in school classroams should be curriculum related.

17. Elementary schools should have access to qualified counselors/psychologists,

: and training for teachers to recognize children's problems. Related follow-up
programs should involve parents.

Nevada:

18. We encourage Nevada schools to upgrade teaching of the basic "3-r's", and we

support the adoption of basic skills competency tests.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2.

3.

Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

National white House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.

Nevadans should write Senators Laxalt and Cannon and Congressman Santini,
expressing support for the intent of the Family Protection Act (S 1808).

Encourage parental involvement in achieving program recommendations.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
) STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 1

TOPIC: EDUCATION

ISSUE: How can we ensure that local school districts will retain control of sex
education curricula?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. There should be no federal intervention in sex education.
2. School policy should encourage parental involvement and input.
3. Values Clarification should not be included in sex education curriculum.

4. Sexuality training (including the advocation of homosexuality, masturbation
and sadomasochistic practices) should not be a camponent of sex education.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

’ 1. Alternate progranmmg should be available in out-of-school t.ure (smlar to
the Carsan City program).

2. Programs and resources on sex education should be available to pa.rents‘who
desire them.

3. There should be no federal laws on sex education.
4. Sex education curricula should reflect local cammunity standards.

Nevada:

5. The existing Nevada state law requiring parental consent before a student may
take any sex education course should be retained.

STRATEGY RECCMMENDATIONS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recammendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators.
advising them of the report and explain the recamendations.
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EDUCATION (Sex Education)
Page 2

4, Concerned persons should contact local school boards to advise them of this
report and explain the recommendations.

5. Concerned persons should contact Nevada's Congressmen and Senators to advise
them of our desire to retain local control of school curriculum.




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILTES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 1

TOPIC: EDUCATION
ISSUE: How can we be assured of retaining local control of our public schools
(K-12)2?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: The Federal Govermment should not become involved in
curriculum in any way.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Categorical programming should be eliminated and replaced with revenue sharing
to public schools without federal intervention and controls.

2. Congressional legislation should be introduced to assure balanced federal
funding for schools to the states on a local need basis.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. Concerned citizens will contact Nevada's Senators and Congressmen to advise
them of this report and explain the recammendations.

2. Follow-up staff will request the Governor to bring these suggestions before
the National Governor's Association.

3. The National Advisory Board for WHCF is requested to lobby for these
recommendations.

4. Follow-up staff will ask the Department of Education to include these recom—
mendations in their annual budget.
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WHITE HOUSE OONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 2

TOPIC: HEALTH

ISSUE: In what ways can the health of all Nevada families be improved?

POLICY RECOMMENDATICNS: Emphasis should be placed on accessible, improved and

affordable medical care.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2,

3.

4.

12,

Pre~ and post-natal care should be extended through existing public and private
programs. .

The medical cammunity should be encouraged to inform patients of public and
private pre- and post-natal programs.

Encourage competency and cost effective rendering of health care; return respon-
sibility for cost contairmment, professional standards reviews, drug regulations
and utilization of services to as close to the local level as possible.

Congress should review the restrictive policies of the FDA in regard to the
introduction and availability of new drugs.

All efforts should be made to encourage involvement of parents in the treatment
of their minor child's Venereal Disease. e

We support local mandatory immunization laws.

Encourage development and support for preventative and community mental health
programs, :

States should investigate and review mental health institutions with greater
emphasis on useful rehabilitation and release after careful screening.

Emphasize individual's responsibility for his own health care.

Basic health and nutrition classes should be enocouraged in schools.

The 1979 Nevada Legislature called for a constitutional convention to prohibit
abortion except in the case of rape, incest or when the mother's life is in
danger.

Families should have primary discretion and auﬂ‘xority over the mental health

treatment of family members subject. only to the adequate protection of the
individual's rights by courts and other governmental agencies. :



HEALTH (Health of Nevada Families)
Page 2

13. 'Provide medical benefits for hard-to-place children who might not otherwise
be adopted because of a possibility of excessive medical costs.

Nevada:
14. The present Venereal Disease testing and treatment programs run by the State
should be continued.

.STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives
to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

' RANKING OF THE TOPIC: 2

TOPIC: HEALTH

ISSUE: What ways can we help eliminate the impact of substance abuse on the family?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: None

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Eliminate tobacco producer's subsidies by the Federal Government.
Support Legislation to prohibit sale of paraphenalia for illegal drug use.
Strictly enforce all drug laws.

Detoxification and rehabilitation programs should be made available to alcoholics
and other substance abusers, including military personnel.

Federal regulations related to these programs should be reviewed and modified
to assure that they do not hamper the effectiveness of these programs.

Institute higher taxes on alcohol and tobacco, which monies would go to support
preventative and rehabilative programs.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

l.

2.

Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives
to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 2

‘TOPIC: HEALTH
ISSUE: How can the nutritional needs of family members best be met?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: Ideal and adequate nutrition for our citizens should be

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATTONS :

1. Encourage local school districts to continue providing education on nutrition,
including information on the benefits of breast feeding infants.

2. Provide basic nutritional requirements where need is demonstrated (e.g., W.I.C.
program) . :

3. Endorse the activities of the Cooperative Extension Service and similar programs,
including information on hame gardening and food preservation.

4. Insist on nutritional education for recipients of goverrment food programs,
including WIC, Food Stamps and BIA.

5. Encourage self-care as a viable camponent of health and nutritional well-being.

6. The 1979 Nevada Legislature initiated the Sagebrush Rebellion,

Nevada:

7. Recommend government agencies (i.e., BIM, Forest Service) policies to encourage,
~ not discourage, more agricultural food production in Nevada. (e.g., livestock grazing)

STRATEGY RECQOMMENDATICNS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives
to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National white House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.,

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators
advising them of the report and explain the recammendations.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 3

TOPIC: GOVERNMENT IMPACT ON THE FAMILY

What changes should be made in the federal and state tax structure to
pramote family life?

ISSUE

———

POLICY RECOMMENDATICNS:

1. Taxes should be no higher for a married couple than for same income singles.
2. The Federal Govermment should adopt policies that encourage families to

support and care for themselves, and support the concept of the extended
family.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Raise the amount of the income deducted for married couples to twice that
allowed for a single person. _

2. Allow federal tax credit for families who care for aged relatives, without
depriving the elderly person of Social Security or other deserved benefits.

3. Allow additional tax benefits for families who adopt hard-to-place children.

4. Support current income tax regulations providing for deductions for dependents.

Nevada:

5. Recommend defeat of Nevada's Question 6 and suport of SB-204 of the 1979
Nevada legislature. The 1978 popular vote was 78% in favor of Question 6.
In order to &mend the Nevada Constitution, a final determining vote will be
held in 1980.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: -

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact'federal, state and local representatives
to advise them of this report a.nd explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Conference advn.sory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators,
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.

4. Concerned individuals are urged to contact their Congressmen.and Senators to
support these recammendations.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 3

TOPIC: GOVERNMENT IMPACT CN FAMILIES

ISSUE: In what ways can govermment intervention in families be minimized?

POLICY RECOMMENDATTONS :

1. It should be the policy of government not to use tax money to promote or
discourage one side of political issues.

2. It should be policy of the Federal Government to leave family law within the
jurisdiction of the states.

3. It should be policy of govermment to safequard the freedoms which strenghen
and protect the family. '

4. The role of woman as mother and man as father should not be degraded or
ridiculed by government policy. Men and women should be encouraged to reach
their fullest potential whether it be in the home or in the business world.

5. The role of the singlei parent should not be degraded by government policy.

6. Oppose drafting, but not volunteering, of women into the Armed Forces.

7. 67% of Nevadans voted against ERA in 1978.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS s

1. We would encourage local school systems to teach classes about the American
Heritage, including the Founding Fathers, the Constitution and the lLegislative,
Judicial and Executive Branches and basic political process in more depth.

2. Support Nevada's Sunset Law and encourage Congress to pass a Federal Sunset
Law.

3. Retain legal definition of family as people related by blood, heterosexual
marriage, adoption or legal guardianship.

4. Women should not be drafted nor placed in combat.

5. Support the intent of Senator Laxalt's Family Protection Act, which is
designed to strengthen family life as a national priority.
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GOVERNMENT IMPACT ON FAMILIES (Government Intervention)
Page 2

STRATEGY RECCMMENDATICNS:

1.
2.
3.

4.

Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators,

advising them of the report and explain the recaommendations.

Concerned citizens will contact Nevada's Senators and Congressmen and request
them to assign their staff to research and modify bills which are intrusive
on families, and to work for family protection legislation.

Concerned citizens will advise the President that people don't want federal
money used to lobby on legislation.



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Fomm
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF THE TOPIC: 4

TOPIC: FAMILY AND THE WORK PLACE

ISSUE: How can private enterprise be stimulated with a minimum of goverrment
intervention?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS @

1. Review and reduce govermment regulations on business.
2. The tax structure should encourage, not discourage, private enterprise.

3. Government shoﬁid not campete with private enterprise.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Reduce impractical regulations (e.g., EPA, BIM and OSHA), and increase state
jurisdiction in these areas.

2. Minimize legalisms and encourage easily understood language in goverrment forms.
3. Eliminate federal inheritance tax.

4. Government, at all levels, should review and reduce its involvement in competi-
tion with private enterprise.

5. There should be stricter enforcement of anti-trust laws to prevent monopolistic
practices by big business.

Nevada:.

6.4 Allow alternatives for Nevada Industriai Camission Insurance.

7. Support Nevada Freeport statute.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives
to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF THE TOPIC: 4

TOPIC: FAMILY AND THE WORK PLACE

ISSUE: How can employment opportunities, job skills and good work habits be

developed?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.
2.
3.
4,

5,

6.

Permit employment of persans of 12 years of age or older.

Encourage full employment.

Recognize value of work, paid or unpaid.

Encourage and promote vocational education as a supplement to basic education.

Encourage and recognize the augmentat:.on of an individual's inherent dignity
through posxtJ.ve .ccontribution in the work place and the community.

Encourage employers to J.nvestlgate the use of flex time, part time, and job-
sharing employment.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2.

3.

4.

S.

6.

7.

8.

Eliminate mandatory retirement (competency standards, not age).

Add exceptions to minimum wage laws to allow children, age 12 to 14, and the
handicapped, to perform non-hazardous jobs.

Liberalize social security provisions by removing ceiling on maximum incomes
for the working social security recipients.

Support and develop Job Corps and vocational education programs which involve
private enterprise. Encourage private enterprise to develop job training programs.

Encourage career exploration in schools. The value of work, paid and unpaid,
should be recognized in all school classes.

Encourage employers to accept as work experience, unpaid or voluntary work,
on applications for employment.

Encourage continuation of private sector programs (including non-profit) to
provide employment for handicapped persons.

Existing equal opportunity laws should be enforced to insure that the most
qualified person, regardless of age, race sex or handlcappmg condition, is
employed.



)

FAMILY AND THE WORK PIACE (Employment Opportunities)
Page 2

9.

10.

All references to race or religion should be eliminated fram all federal, state

and municipal applications for employment as guaranteed by the Civil Rights Act
of 1964.

There should be greater enforcement of existing federal and state laws and muni-
cipal ordinances requiring equal pay for equal work.

Nevada:

11.

Support Nevada's Right to Work statute.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives
to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

National White House Conference advisory staff will ~ontact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.

Private Sector: Encourage industry to create new jobs through >job incentives.

’_‘I
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING QF THE TOPIC: 4

TOPIC: FAMILY AND THE WORK PLACE

ISSUE: How can adequate quality child care be provided?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: Encourage child care as a supplemental, not supplantive,
- form of child rearing. '

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATICNS:

1.

2,

3.

Corporate tax deductions for employer/employee child care.

Encourage a range of child care including in-home care, mother substitutes, coop
day care, day care, work site care (including infant care), and sliding fee
scale day care. )

Upgrading local licensing standards of day care to include continual evaluation
and enforcement.

To aid the economically disadvantaged, encourage more sliding fee scale day care.
Encourage availability of 24-hour facilities for all ages.

Enforce child abandonment laws, especially in regard to parents leaving children
alone at home.

Encourage private and public after school and summer programs.

Progranmatic controls must remain at the local level. If federal money is pro-
vided, then it should be in block grants under state control (like revenue sharing).

Raise minimum tax deductions for each child.

Provide tax incentives for parents who stay at home with children, equal to the
existing day care deduction.

Continue to allow deductions for child care provided by family members.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

.l.

Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives
to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.
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FAMILY AND THE WORK PLACE (Adequate Child Care)
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2.

- 3.

4,

S.

National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and congressional leaders to seek their support.

Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.

Conference follow-up staff will meet and consult with youth services and state
agencies, .

Confexrence follow-up staff will present conference findings to the private
sector and urge the private sectors' -cooperation with these goals.
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WHITE HQUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPICS: 5

TOPIC: STRENGTHENING THE FAMILY UNIT

ISSUE: In what ways can religious freedam be insured?

POLICY RECOMMENDATICN: It should be the policy of federal, state and local
govezmments to insure freedom of religionm,

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATTONS 3

1. Federal agencies should not regulate religious activities in church schools,
religious homes and other ministries.

2. Recognize the right of parents to rear their children according to their
_religious beliefs.

3. Encourage parental involvement with children in attending church together.

4. The religious teaching of parents to their children must not be undermined
or counteracted by any government action.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATICNS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recammendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators,
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.

Q4
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

\

~ RANKING OF TOPIC: 5

TOPIC: STRENGTHENING THE FAMILY UNIT

ISSUE: What makes a family successful?

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: It should be the policy of public and private sectors to
promwote successful families.,

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. Provide incentives for research into how to strengthen the family unit and
its successes.

2. Congress and state legislators should review pending legislation that has
possible impact on the family. '

3. Research successful families.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: .

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators,
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE (N FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 5

TOPIC: STRENGTHENING THE FAMILY UNIT
ISSUE: In what educaticnal ways can the family unit be strengthened?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: It should be the public and private sectors to encourage
educational programs which teach parenting and family skills.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Encourage school programs for development of self-esteem.

2. Encourage churches and private and public organizations to offer educational
classes for youth in marriage, parenting, family skills and counseling.

3. Encourage school teachers and counselors to work with parents and families.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Recommend to local social service agencies that they begin researching what
makes certain families successful.

4. Encourage parental involvement in the development of these programs.

5. Include camunication and coping skills in all of these programs.




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

.

RANKING OF TOPIC: 6

-

TOPIC: ECONOMIC INFLUENCES AND PRESSUREC ON THE FAMILY
ISSUE: How can the Social Security system be supportive of the family?

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: The primary concern of the Social Security system should
be supplementary care for widows, orphans and retired workers.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATTONS $

1. The spouse's benefit and the survivor's benefit should be retained.

2. There should be no disincentives for Social Security recipients regardless
of marital status.

3. There should be no disincentives for working Social Security recipients.

4. Social Security funds should be separate from other funds and should not
include unrelated programs, which should be financed from general fund.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recamendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
: representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Concerned individuals are advised to attend or testify at Social Security
hearings being held in local communities, and to write their Congressmen.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form ‘
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 6

¢

TOPIC: ECONOMIC INFLUENCES AND PRESSURES ON THE FAMILY
ISSUE: How can inflation be reduced?

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: It should be the policy of the Federal Government to do
everything possible to reduce inflation and lower interest rates.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATTONS :

1. Balance the federal budget and reduce federal spending.
2. Reduce balance of payment deficits.
3. stimulate production through tax incentives to benefit small business.
4. Improve productivity.
5. Collect outstanding foreign debts. ‘
6. Increase consumer awareness.
7. Encourage new and underused_s.ources and methodologies of energy.
8. Review and revise government regulations which reduce productivity.
9. Reduce taxes on savings and capital gains.
10. Government should review its own cost effectiveness.

11.  Nevada Legislature called for a constitutional convention to deal with the
issue of balancing the federal budget.

12, Increase Congressional control over Federal Reserve System, particularly
with regard to money supply.

13. Reduce the size of federal executive branch bureaucracy (e.g., HEW, EPA,
OSHA) . . .

14. Implement Federal Sunset ILaws.
15. Increase executive and legislative branch control over federal agencies.

16. Educate consumers on how to reduce the impact of inflation in the hame and how
to eliminate waste. ‘
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ECONQMIC INFLUENCES AND PRESSURES ON THE FAMILY (Inflation)
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17.

18.

Reduce regulations which would discourage development and use of domestic
energy sources.

Reduce federal spending, ingluding, but not limited to, foreign aid, federal
funding of non-essential agencies, and unnecessary grants and subsidies.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2.

Conference follow—upl staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch -
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 7

TOPIC: FAMILY RIGHTS
ISSUE: In what ways can the rights and respoasibili{:ies of families be enhanced?

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: It should be the policy of the govermment and the private
sector to recognize the family as the most important unit of society and to
recognize that solutions to family probiems will not be found in a proliferation
of government programs and interferences. It is not the responsibility of the
government to insure success, but to safeguard the freedom to succeed or to fail.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Parents should have the legal right to deny or consent to their unmarried
minor child receiving contraceptives or sex education or having an abortion.

2. Parents should be informed when an unmarried minor receives contraceptives
or abortion servic:s fram a' federally supported organization.

3. Private associations to care for victims of domestic violence are encouraged.

4. Support concept of extended family by granting a tax-free retirement program
for support of parents.

5. Government should not limit the mmber of children in a family.

6. Families of different cultures are encouraged to preserve their traditions
‘and cultural heritage.

7. Parents should be responsible, within reason, for the destructive acts of
their minor children. .

8. Federal funds should not be provided for abortions.

9. Local churches and local programs are encouraged to help pregnant teens and
abused women.

10. Establish and support local prog:ams, including parenting classes, to educate
unprepared mothers and fathers.

11. There should be vigorous eiiforcement of laws requiring support of a child
by its father.

12. %¥ncourage and support volunteer programs that provide counseling and assis-
tance to tha victims of forcible rape and incest.

§3



FAMILY RIGHTS (Family Rights and Responsibilities)
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13.

id.

No federal funds should be provided to private agencies which encourage and
provide contraceptives and abortion for unmarried minors without parental
consent.

The Nevada Leg_slature has called for a constitutional convention to pro-
hibit abortion except in the case of rape, incest or when the mother's life
is in danger.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2.

3.

Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators,
advising them of the report and explain the recommendations.

Nevadans are urged to write in support of the intent of the Family Protection
Act. .

Encourage families to be responsible for themselves.



WHITE HOUSE OONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 8

TOPIC: DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES ON THE FAMILY
'ISSUE: In what ways can crime be minimized?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: It should be the policy of all government entities and
the private sector to work towards crime prevention and law enforcement. Penal-
ties should be comensurate with crime, with stricter penalties for crimes of
violence against persons, and mandatory minimum sentences for crimes committed
with firearms., ' :

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Institute programs wherehy offenders may make restitution to victims as part
of a justice system.

2. Establish work and work-release programs as part of state corrections policy.

3. Rape prevention programs should be established through existing local govern-
ment and private agencies.

4. Policy Departments or private security should take more preventive measures
(e.g., patrolling parking lots).

5. Police Departments, hospitals, Courts and other service agencies should pro-
vide more appropriate, sensitive, well-trained staff for intervention service
to victims of all violent crimes.

- 6. Increase avaiilability of female staff to work with female rape victims.

7. Encourage voluntary support systems for families of offenders {i.e., Friends
Outside) .

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

i. Conference follow-up staff will ocontact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek *heir support.

o
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMIL.ES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 8

TOPIC: DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES ON THE FAMILY

ISSUE: What can be done to help alleviate Child Abuse and Neglect and Domestic
Violence and discord in Nevada and the Country?

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: It should be the policy of the community to protect the
child or spouse and conserve the family. The tendency of Government to intervene
in social crisis situations is costly and often ineffective. We would assign
responsibility in the direction of local government, institutions, and individuals
to work towards prevention of child abuse and neglect and domestic violence,-as
well as rehabilitation and improvement of existing laws in the direction of
cocordination, cuoperation and follow-through care.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Government agencies should begin giving more attention to any programs, both
secular and religious, that appear to offer viable solutions.

2. Continue adherence to current statutes whereby parental and human rights are

held primarily important unless, by legal standards, the parents have been
shown to be unfit to discharge their parental duties.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

. 2, National white House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressicnal leaders to seek their support.

3. Implement and maintain a crisis line involving local volunteers.

4. Continue emergency shelter care haves.

5. Make public aware that it is their responsibility to report possible abuse
or neglect and that their names and those they repart on are kept in
confidence, '

6. Continue TV spots directed at family violence.

7. Local organizations stould conduct studies and make public any information
or. "how to handle stress".
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8. Counseling and follow-through programs should be made available to victims
and abusers.

9. Support the local volunteer efforts to prevent child abuse and domestic

violence, to train community workers, and to help to coordinate all existing
services, public and private.

10. State government should be encouraged to improve coordination of various
services and prevention programs.

e/
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 8

TOPIC: DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES ON THE FAMILY

ISSUE: How can the destructive influences of the media be minimized?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: All those involved in media, including the FCC, should

seek to improve quality of programs, encourage positive family images, emphasize
educational programs and public broadcasting.

PROGRAM PECOMMENDATICNS :

1.

2.

Improve the accuracy of the rating system for movies and TV.

Local Stations: Establish a local citizens advisory board to influence
programming.

Public: Support existing "evaluation rating system" for parents.
We support the concept of more extended family time slots during which

sexual promiscuity and violence are restricted cn TV. TV networks should
be encouraged to develop more family-oriented programs.,

STRATEGY RECQMMENDATIONS:

1.

2.

3.

Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations,

Available guides for viewing television should be distributed widely.

Conference follow-up staff will urge the media to follow and expand on their
existing self regulation in this area.

Parents: As consumers, write to the chairman of the board of advertising
products to express dislike of advertising or programs, and do not buy pro-
ducts of those advertisers.

bParents are encouraged to responsibly limit the amount of time which is
spent by their children in viewing television.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA (

RANKING OF TOPIC: 8

TOPIC: DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES ON THE FAMILY
ISSUE: How can we protect children from the influences of pornography?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: It should be the policy of state and local agencies to
protect the family against “adalt" oriented businesses of any sort.

2ROGRAM RECOMMENDATTONS :

1. The federal and state obscenity laws should be retained.

2. There should be stronger enforcement of state: and local laws concerning
"adult" oriented businesses.

3. Penalties for sex crimes should be commensurate with the offense.

4. Adults participating in the exploitation of children for sexual or porno—-
graphic purposes should be found guilty of a felony. The penalty should be
comrensurate with the crime. ‘

5. Companies should be requested to consider the impact of their advertising
on families in the commnity.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact state and local representatives to
advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. Follow-up staff will contact local businesses to request that they consider
the impact of their advertising on families in their community.

3. Foliow-up staff will contact Nevada'’s Senators and Congressmen to express
our desire tO retain the federal obscenity law.

4, Concerned individuals are urged to write their leglslators and ask them to
work to retain the federal obscenity law.

5. Encourage citizens to go to local merchants in protest of "adult" oriented

magazines and insist on covering and placing of these magazines in appro-
priate areas.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING QF TOPICS: 9

TOPIC: FAMILY NEEDS AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS

ISSUE: How can foster care placement programs be improved?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2,

. 6.

It should be the policy of the state and federal govermnments to reverse all
anti-family policies and practices affecting children in foster placement.

It should be the policy of the federal government to ensure that federal
funds are used to prevent unnccessary and inappropriate out-of-home placements.

Procedural and substantive safegquards for children at risk of removal or in
out-of~home placement should be required as a condition for receipt of federal
funds.

Federal and state support to ensure quality care to children out of their homes
should be strengthened, and consistent federal and state p011c1es towards
deinstitutionalization developed.

It should be the pollcy of the federal government to require states which
receive funds for services to children placed out of their homes, to report
on the status of the children, in order to ensure compliance with federal
policies and programs and for planning future program directions.

In general, foster placement programs should be controlled at the local level.

‘ -

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

3.

A body should be designated within HEW with clear and centralized administra-
tive responsibility for major programs affecting children at risk of or in
placement.

Coordination efforts among the numerous programs affecting children without
homes must extend across federal departments. A mechanism should be
developed for cross—agency programming, monitoring and reporting.

Specific administrative and procedural mechanisms should be created to ensure
campliance with federal program requirements and to ensure that the federal
dollar is used t0 best serve the needs of children without homes.

Limitations should be pm::ed on the length of time federal reimbursement WJ.ll
be available for children in "temporary" out-of-home care.



FAMILY NEEDS AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS (Foster Care Programs)
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5. Demnstration projects should be undertaken to determine ways in which
various foster care programs can be used to promote services to families
and children which would eliminate the need for children to be unnecessarily
rermoved from their homes.

6. All relevant Congressional committees should jointly request the General
Accounting Office to trace the impact of federal deinstitutionalization
efforts on children across systems, agencies and programs.

STRA’I'I‘ISY RECOMMENDATIONS :
1. Conference staff should support passage of HR 3434.

2. Conference staff should find out what, if any, pertinent legislation is
pending which would affect children in placement and make their views known.

3. Conference staff should compile inventories of federal programs affecting
families and children, and draw up suggested quidelines for coordination
efforts among the various federal agencies.

4. Conference staff should contact key governmental leaders to inform them of
Conference findings and to explain the recommendaticns.

5. Conference taff should attempt to utilize the media to focus public attention
on the human, social and fiscal costs of inappropriate foster .care. ‘




WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE QF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 9

TOPIC: FAMILY NEEDS AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS
ISSUE: In what supportive ways can the special needs of families be met?
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. We support the concept that families, when faced with problems, should reach
out first to their extended families, then to their churches, neighbors and
local comunity services.

2. When other services are not adequate, additional support systems should be
- available, )

3. We encourage the development of self-esteem within any support system, as
well as personal responsibility.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Enocourage citizens to make use of existing local services.

2. Encourage voluntary involvement in providirg and receiving services.

3. Tax incentives for families who care for dependent elderly.

4. Op;':ose changes in Social Security which would undermine the role of homemaker,

5. Allow for optional private pension plan instead of Social Security showing
proof of such plan.on IRS tax return.

6. Review government welfare programs to increase efficiency in meeting families'
needs,

7. State statutes regatding juvenile delinquency should be protected from
federal interference.

Nevada:

8. Support ard expand Nevada's Displaced Homemaker program, if it proves
successful.,

STRAGETY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local rep}e;senta-
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch

representatives and Conyressional leaders to seek their support.

3. Encourage churches and other local services to recognize their responsibility
to the needs of families.
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
State Issues Priority Form
STATE OF NEVADA

RANKING OF TOPIC: 10

TOPIC: ECONOMIC, ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT

ISSUE: What will the impact of the MX Missile System be on Nevada, and how can
that impact be offset?

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: The racetrack system of basing the MX Missile would have
an irreversible negative effect on Nevada or any state it is built in. It should
be the policy of the federal goverrment to seek an alternate basing mode which
would be effective as a means of national defense, use less land and not inundate
the social services of one area with impossible situations.

PKOGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. The racetrack basing mode of MX should be eliminated as inadequate and
ineffective,

2. Alternate basing modes should be considered, especially a mobile basing
system.

3. Defense systems should be diversified as to kinds of systems and places
for them.

4. If the Federal Govermment insists on building the MX racetrack system, they

must make arrangements for support funds for all wwpacted services in the
areas of use. -

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATTONS 2

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa-
tiver to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations.

2. National White House Confernnce advisory staff will contact executive branch
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support.

O
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NEW MEXICO

SECTION E CONSOLIDATED LIST OF
TOP TEN TOPICS TN EACH DISTRICT
) DISTRICTS

TOPIC I I I IV VI VI ToTal
Family Values 2 9.5 -—- 10 1 10 9 41.5
. Care for Elderly 4 9.5 - - -— - 5 21.5
Ethnic Cultures/Land - 8 - - _— - - 8.0
Abortion 10 7 10 6 3 8 7 51.0
Child Care/Day Care 6 5.5 9 1 5 3 5 34.5
Challenges to Rural Communities - 5.5 -- - -— - - 5.5
Sex Education 9 4 5 - 9 - - 27.0
Education/Parenting - 3 8 9 2 2 4 28.0
Equal 0pportqnity/Women's Issues 3 2 1 - - 5 6 17.0
Government & Families 7.5 1 5 7 8 9 10 48.5
Family Crises/Violence 7.5 - 3 4 10 6 - 30.5
Transportation — - - - - - - 0

Mental Health/Drugs _— - _ - 1 2 )
Law and Families _— - - 8 - - 3 11
Energy Cons~rvation and Families -- —-— - - - - - 0
Family Planning - - 2 - 4 - —_ 6
Tax Policies/Economics 5 - 4 4 6 7 - 26
Special Challenges 1 - 7 - -— - 1 9
Alternative Life Styles -— - —_— 4 -— - 4
Media -— - — 2 7 4 4 13

TOP TEN TOPTCS FOR NEW MEXICO

Abortion
Government & Families
Family Values
Child Care/Day Care
Family Crises/Violence
Education/Parenting
Sex Education
’ Tax Policies/Economics
Care for Elderly
Equal Opportunity/Women's Issues




(Pages 1 - 13) Page 1
SECTION F

' ND_STATE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES - April 24 - 26, 1980 - Bismarck, ND

CORRECTED REPORT - 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota

Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Terson: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and

circle a number for each topic indicating its
JSSUE #1  (As read from ranking ammong the 10 topics.
1he podiym,

@,2345678910

‘Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic:  heatth

Issue: Health Costs

Policv._ Recommendations:

1. Dignity of elderly should be enhanced by programs to support senior citizens,
particularly home care services which enable families to care for the elderly
in the community. Nursing home space and costs could be reduced by good home

are services. .
care ser (continued on back)

Préaram Recommendations:

Strateqy_Recommendations:




Policy Recommendations (cont.)

Changes in medicare rules and supplemental insurance for long term
Make care available, affordable, and feasible, especially in the rural

Make information available about HMO's and Group Health.

Stress preventive health programs, which reduce cost of amotional

Increase tax exemptions for elderly and elderly dependants.

Educate families in the support of the elderly so that they can remain

Increase education on methods for natural family planning.

More availability of services in rural areas.

‘- medical care for elderly.
3. are
communities.
4,
5.
and physical health care.
6.
7.
in the famiiy home for a longer time.
8.
9. Parental decisions on.health services.
10. Seminar around the state.
11.
12.

Family counselling-parent education.

€D
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\
CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for cach topic indicating its

[55”9 § 2 d ranking among the 10 topics.
-j:he podium. ,‘\'ib
1 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 i

Major_Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: Legal
Issue: Males and females are not legally equal in our country.

Policy Recommendations:

Ratification of E.R.A,

Frecaram Recommendations:

Stralegyv Recommendations:




. Page 3

CORRECTED REPORT 5/16780

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

AState or Territory: North Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

\

Ranking cf the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
' circle a number for each topic indicating its

ISSUE #3 (As read from ranking among the 10 topics.
the goﬁmm. :r,&

1 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10
@ |
Msjor Subject Category from the Sample Topic Qutline:

Topic: Media
Issue: Negative Influence of TV '

Policv Recommendations:
1. Media should assume moral responsibility for the things they present to the public.

2. Parents should provide definite guidelines and supervisions for television, «n-
courdge the positiye aspects of television programming, discuss ideas and happenings
that are presented, point out decisicy making by good parentmodels on teleyisior

Préuram Recommendations: and discuss sound methods of decision making.

(continued on back)

Strategy Recommendations:




Policy Recommendations (cont.)

3. A parental or family decision should be madé to ensure that time allocated for
television viewing fits into an overall family 1ife schedule.

4. Parents express themselves to companies, boycott unacceptable sponsors, persist
in sharing objections.

5. Ban programs which show violence and obscenity.

6. The FCC be more responsible for its monitoring, and encourage people to express
their views to both local and national TV stations.
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

i
State or Territory: North Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ISSUE #4 (As read ranking among the 10 topics.
Trom t%poawm,i ’,r'.&
' 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

\

Topic:  Legal

Issue: Domestic Violence

Policv Recommendations: .
., Money for sheltered homes for yictims of domestic violence.
2, Mandatory sanctions to be imposed for child or spouse beating,
3. Seminars around the state,
4, More avatlability of services in rural areas.
5. Family counselling-parent education.
Proaram Recommendalions:

101

Strategy Recommendations:
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota Date:  April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christtanson

\

Ranking cf the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ISSUE #5 (As read ranking among the 10 topics.
odium,] e §

from the p "rl'(v
| 1 2 3 4@6 7 8 9 10

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: Education
Issue: There is a need for education in family 1iying.

Policv Recommendations:
Because of changes in the lifestyles of American families, children 2re vften learning
problem solying, discussing 1ife plans and deyeloping value systems under non-parental
influentes, Since the school {is where a good dea? of the child's time is spent, schools
may inherit, by default, the task of prepring young people for successful zdulthood.
Schools should take a deliberate step to prepare a child to fact 1ife's problems and to

Prémjam Fecommendations: (continued on back)

Straleqy Recommendations:

101




Policy Recommendations {cont.)

prepare him to be a contributing member of his own successful family. In order to do
this, health, family 1iving and psychology classe% chould include the following:

T. Communication ski]ls, developing kind but assertive behavior.
2. How to conduct a family discussion.
3. How to handle emotions in a healthy, construct; o way.
4. Conflict resolution, how to keep antagonism from erupting into family violence.
5. How to set reasonable long range goals and move toward them.
6. How to handle family finances and live withir a budget.
Recommendation:

Churches or good quality people in a community should provide education for
parents in order that parents will have the skills and knowledge necessary
to teach their children about human sexuality and the issues surrounding it..

i
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic” indicating its
I ead ranking among the 10 topics.

from the podium, ﬁb

1,234@678910

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic:  Economics

lssue:  Ppresent tax structure is detrimental."?a families,

Policy Recommendations:

| 1, Abolish inheritance and estate taxes.
2. Income tax should not discriminate between married and single persons,
3. Increase tax exemption and credits for dependents and child care support,
including foster child care,

Froaram Recommendations:

Sltirateqgy Recommendations:
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Daketa e Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
: circle a number for each topic indicating its
ISSUE #7 (As read ranking among the 10 topics. :

Jrom the podium. )
1 2 3 4 5 6 @8 g 10

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: Changing Yalues

Loss of respect for human life,

Policv Recommendations:

1. Protection of 1ife from conception to natural death,

Prcaram Recommendations:

Strategy Recommendations:
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota -Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the 10 topics.

ISSUE #8 (As read
Trom_the podium.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 (8)9 10

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: Education
Issue: Secular Humanism

* Policv Recommendations:

- 1. "“Secular Humanism" which is defined by the Supreme Court as a religion shall
not be incorporated into programs in the public schpo’ sysiem.

Préaram Recommendations:

Strategy Recommendations:




CORRECTED REPQRT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
l circle a number for each topic indicating its
ranking among the 10 topics. 7
1€

ISSUE #9 (As_read '
JFron the podiun,) 1 2345678@10

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: Changing Yalues - Employment
Issue: Socjety is not giving the support- to parents that it did in the past.

Policv Recommendations: ‘
1. Society should encourage a pro-child attitude in the workplace, the marketplace, etc. -
Employers should corsider that.employees, both male and female, have family
consideratjons which are important to them and should structure work situations in
such a way as to provide time for employees to be with their families.

Program Recommendations:

Strateqy Recommendations:
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

-

Contact Person: Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and

circle a number for each topic indicating its
ISSUE £10 (As_nfﬂ
from_the podium,

ranking among the 10 topics.
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Tie
123455.78@.10

Topic: Education:

Issue: Relatiorship ot state to church schools,

Policv Recommendations:

1. De-control church-related schools with the exception of standardized academic
achievement testing,

rréaram Recommendations:

Strateqgy Recommendations:




1 (As read
‘rom the podium.
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North Dakota Date:__ April 28, 1980

Contact Person : Milan Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report énd

circle a number for each topic”indicating its

ranking among the 10 topics. T
e

1 273 4 5 § 7 a@w

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: Education
Issue: Curriculum

Policv Recommendations:

1. Sex education in public schools be taught within context of morality.

2. Réturn to increased local control of schoois,

3. Return to basics in education, including the promotion of love of learning,

4. Parents should be actively involved in text, curriculum, and staff selection.

5, Make known to children an optional choice of roles and careers,
Program Recommendations: 6, Change copyright laws to enable good TV or radio pro-
grams to be recorded and used at the discretion of the
individual schools and teachers.

Strateqy Fecommendations:
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

Siate or Territory: North Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan-Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for -ach topic indicating its

ISSUE #12 (As read ranking among the 10 topics.
Trom the poéwm.}" : 4724
10

b2 3 4 5 6 1 5 @

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

p—y

Topic: Economics
Issue: Inflation pressures on families,

Policv_ Recommendations:
1. Balance the federal budget by cutting exccssive spending and promote tax reform
resulting in positive impact on families,

Préaram Recommendations:

Strategv_Recommendations:
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES

State Issues Priority Form

State or Territory: North. Dakota Date: April 28, 1980

Contact Person: Milan-Christianson

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and
circle a number for each topic indicating its

ranking among the 10 topics.
ISSUE_#13 read -
from the go&wm._s ,7/5
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline:

Topic: Minority

Issue: A severely deprived group in North Dakota in regard to poverty, bad health,

alcoholism, unemployment, mental illness and low educational attainment, is
Native people on reservations, These federal and state programs that have
been extended to them have largely proven inadequate and wasteful and have
not involved much participation or leadership from Native people themselves.

Yolicv Recommendations:
1,

The society representing the dominant culture in N,D, respect more sensitively the
culture of Native people and inyolye them fully 1in policy decision.

Proaram Recommendations:

Strateqy Recommendations:

Ligp



SECTION G

STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 1

What can be done to reduce and eliminate domestic violence, child abuse,
family stress and instability in the american homes?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.  The Federal Government should develop and support a program of family life
education for youth and familjes.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Channel federal funds so that courses will be available, in schools and
community organizations, for children, youth, and families, to teach
parenting skiils, communication skills, child cire, and non-violent
problem solving skills.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Charge the White House Conference on Families to assist state and local
groups to present this recommendation to the National Office on the Family
for implementation.
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' STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES <
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 2

How can the declining moral values in the family be reversed?

'POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.  Federal government should resist and seek to reverse judicial decisions
which indicate that consideraticns of comfort, convenience and economic
expediency take precedence over human 1ife.

2. Obsolete the laws and policies which favor secular humanism over other
religious beliefs; encouragement to provide spiritual - moral values tradi-
t{onal to American 1ife.

3. Establishment of controls on portrayal of sex, violence, and immoral
lifestyles in the media.

4. Upgrade and recognize the traditional Judeo-Christian Role of mothers - ‘
{n-the-home,

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Passage of a human 1ife amendment to U.S. Constitution -- e.g. "right to
1i{fe of all innocent persons from conception to natural death.

2. Amend the Social Security Act so Medicaid funds will not be used for
abortion.

3. Women should be informed of all consequences (physical, psychological)
before undergoing an abortion.

4. Parents should be informed before minors undergo an abortion.

5. The government should not seek to define "personhood" on the basis of
"wantedness" or "usefulness" to the Society; this pertains to the unborn,
the handicapped, the mentally 11, the aged, the infirm the dying.

6. Pass the "Family Protection Act" (US Senate Bill 1808).

7, Pass a law eliminating the favoring of secular humanism in public schools.

8. The FCC and other pertinent governmental agencies should set strict standards ‘
for decency in the medja and have stiff penalties for non-comp]1ancg.
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WHCF -~ Issue Summary Form on Issue #2
(Con't) Pg. 2

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

9. Support Public Broadcasting Systems (PBS) in hometown.

10.  Encourage American businessmen not to sponsor advertising or programming
that undermines traditional Amerijcan moral values.
N _

11.  Discourage passage of ERA.

i2. Defeat attempt to make laws requiring that homemakers contribute to Social
Security.

13.  Discourage Executive Branch of government from advocating ERA.

14.  Adopt policies that stop inflation so that the mother is not forced to work
outside the home (because of inflation).

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Ratificatjon by states
Write Letters to Legislators

2. Call a constitutional convention by lobbying state legislators to make
this “"call" - provided laws be passed be¥orehand to 1imit this convention
to "human 1ife amendment."

3. Write Congressmen and Senators calling for this to be amended.

4. HWrite to Ohio Legislators to support HB 879 (Ken Rocco, sponsor).

5. Write national legislators in support of sections 504, 505, 506 of
Family Protection Act.

\
Lobby legislators for this purpose.

6

7. Write US Senators and encourage them to sponsor bi11.

8. Write Ohio Senators and encourage them to sponsor the bill,
9

Write federal and state representatives to encourage them to consider
this in reyision of minimum standards for public schools.

10,  Write Director of Ohio Department of Education to urge this.

11.  Eliminate US Department of Education and the Director, who is a secular
humanist.

12. ' Encourage county proscecutors to enforce current laws on pornography.

' ' 1_1:}




WHCF -- Issue Summary Form on Issue #2
(Con't) Pg. 3

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18,
19,
20.
21,

Encourage legislation on a federal level to define that pornography is
not a valid expression of 1st amendment rights.

Write national representatives and senators to encourage this.

Become a member of PBS in your hometown.

Withdraw financial sup€ort from businesses which do contribute to

ggg;rmg;ing traditional meral values; and write the businesses telling
why .

Su??ort businesses which do affirm traditional moral values; write and
teil them so. ‘

Rescind the ERA in states that have ratified it.
Write legislators. -

Nrite to White House.

Constitutional amendment to balance budget.



STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 3

How can resources be generated to proyide parent and family education and
promote family unity, communicatijon, parenting skills and commitment to
famtly responsibilities and discipline?

|
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. That all societal institutions should place a high priority on programs
and seryices that support and enhance family 1ife.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH EMPHASIS ON:

* Making parent and family courses required in school curriculum.
» Utilize existing or develop additional parent.and family educational

Brograms. .
+ Value clarification skills that facilitate conscious decision making.

2,  FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEMS, WITH EMPHASIS ON:

- Community centers for family education with programs and services for all.
- Services for families in crisis.
-+ Encourage and educate industry to support and realize the importance of

family.

3. MEDIA:

+ Encourage to promote positive family values.
- To promote existing family community programs.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. -That the state board of education examine and draft required family
curriculum in the schools.

2. Encourage Social Seryice and Mental Health Agencies to use programs for

creative family 1iving.
|

3. Encourage private development of family programs and services, especially
for families in stress.




STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 4

How can the responsibility for the education of children be shared among
parents, teachers, and schoui systems to ensure quality of education and
competency commensurate with ability of each child?

POLTCY RECOMMENDATIONS:
1, Return control of schools tc local community.
- ELIMINATE STATE AND FEDERAL CONTROL

- Give state ri?hts to determine teacher qualifications.
+ Return control of school system to local level by completely eliminating
federal and state funding.
- Get federal government out of the education system as soon as possible.
++ Cut the strings of money from federal and state sources.
-+ Increase parent .involyement in decision-making in school.
+« Cancel all present "TITLE" programs in education, and return money
in block grants. '
-+« Definition of FAMILY.
+++ Encourage textbooks and educatijonal material which promote traditional
family instead of beljttle it.
<+« Better communication between home and school.
<+« Proyide early years educational processes for family for child
deyelopment which would involve parent involvement from the beginning.
-++ Since the Supreme Court has declared secular humanism a religion, it
should be barred from being taught in public schools.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. A1l curriculum and policies be developed and determined at local level
with maximum input from parents.

Obtain more interest from parents by ads.

Encourage and utilize present successful programs at local level.

~ Deyelop programs to ensure parent participation at all levels of
education.

~ School systems and boards should be set on farm co-op basis (as example).

- Ensure family and tax payer participation and involvement.
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2.  Support and implement S-1808.
3. Adopt definition of family below:




WHCF -- Issue Summary Form 01 Issue #4
(Con't) Pg. .2

' PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

The FAMILY consists of persons who are related by a legal marriage
between unrelated (by blood) individuals of the opposite sex and the
children of this relationship are to be called the extended Family.
This includes all generation descendants, offsprings and relatives by
blood or marriage »f the individuals who are the basis of the legal
marriage. Included in the family is the legally adopted individual in
a daughter or son relationship to the family. We acknowledge that in
our society there are diverse groups that want recognition and we
recognize them as existing but not as FAMILY. A1l other groups of
gagﬁggs Tiving together are to be regarded as COOPERATIVELY OPERATING

———

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.  Promote and facilitate blocks of money to schools with disbursement of
such Kugds to be decided solely on a local level with no federal strings
attached.

2. - Elect delegates (Senators and Representatives) that are pro-family.
- Elect Senators and Representatives who support elimination of federal
funds for educatjon.
- Urge Congressmen to eliminate all federal and state controls on education
' and return to local control. '

3, Implement S-1808 through education of the public by forum.




STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 5

What policies will ensure economic security and slow the rate of inflation
for the average American family? .

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.  The federal government should revise its tax policies to strengthen families
defined as follows:

The FAMILY ~onsists of persons who are related by a legal tie between unrelated
(by Blood) indiyiduals of the opposite sex and the children of this relationship
is to be called the extended family. This includes all generation descendants,
offsprings and relatives by blood or marriage of the individuals who are the
basis of the legal marriage. Included in the family is the legally adopted
indiyidual 1in a daughter or son relationship to the family. We acknowledge

that {n our society there are diverse groups that want recognition and we
recognize them as existing but not a FAMILY. A1l other groups of persons 1ijv-
ing together are to be regarded as COOPERATIVELY OPERATING GROUPS. This defini-
tion for family will also be understood to include single parent families and
foster parents,

4

2. Prioritize government spending. .

3. Put more money in economy.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS :
For Policy #1.

1. Tax deductions which help to keep the family intact.
a) Deduction for keeping elderly at the homes of their children.
b) Deductions for pre-school and handicapped children and/or dependent
adults; “ When parent stays home to care for them.
c) Allow trust accounts to save for the eventual care of parents - $1500/yr.
maxtimum deduction per parent.
d] Allow $3,000 tax exemption for the care of sick parents in child's home
and exemption for medical expenses involved in that care.
2. No tax on the interest on iadividual savings accounts.
3. A1l medical expenses (doctor, dentist, eye, etc.) are deductible.

For Policy #2.

1. Federal taxes for state and local use shall not leave Ohio.

2. . Sunset law on all Federal projects. ,

3. Top priority for federal spending should be social services and providing
the necessities of 1ife to each indiyidual.
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PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

For Policy #3.

1. In crease tax breaks for ffee enterprise business.

2. Have U.S. Constitutional Amencment to require a balanced budget and to

&1iminate debt.
3. Create more jobs by eliminating regulatory agencies.

Y4




STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 6

How can government better serve the people without interfering and
infringing on individual rights, parental rights and without having
negative impact on families?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
1.  Federal policy should insure the rights of all persons from conception
to natural death.
2,  Federal and State policy should support the Traditional Family Unit
g?lalllwayf.' (Family here defined as: See Attached statement by
Wilson). - :

3. Decrease the influence of the Federal Government by increasing and
strengthening Tocal control.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATTONS :

1, Passage of Human Life Amendment.
2, Pass Laxalt Family Protectjon Act.

3. Eliminate federal funding of: Health, Education, and Welfare. Return
funding and policy responsibilities to local government.

STRATEGY' RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Elect men and women who will pass Human Life Amendment.
2, Letteps to legisiators.
3. Elect at all Tevels people who will support this.
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ATTACHED STATEMENT
POLICY RECOMMENDATION:

The FAMILY consists of persons who are related by a legal ties between
unrelated (by blood) individuals of the opposite sex and the children

of this relationship are to be called the extended family. This includes
all generation descendants, offsprings and reTatives by blood or marriage
of the individuals who are the basis of the legal marriage. Included in
the family is the legally adopted individual in a daughter or son
relationship to the family. We acknowledge that in our society there

are diverse groups that want recognition and we recognize them as
exjsting but not.as FAMILY. A11 other groups of persons 1living

together are to be regarded as COOPERATIVELY OPERATING GROUPS, This
gefj?;tion for family will also be understood to include single parent
amilies.




STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 7 e

What can be done to diminish the abuse of drugs and alcohol among
children and adults?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Eliminate all the illegal sources of drugs and alcohol.

2. Families haye a right to rear their children in a society that discourage:-
misuse of alcohol and drug with the recognition that all agencies and
organizations should recognize the problem. Government, private, and

inst{tutions have a responsibility to use their resources to deal with
alcohol and drug abuse. P

3. Proyide more dollars for éducation to the schools and the community and
for the prevention and rehabilitation of drug and alcoholic problems of
children and adults,

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Enforce existing laws concerning suppliers of drugs.

2. White House and.State Department should place sanctions on any country
that grows plants that produce drugs.

3. Do not legalize marijuana.

4. Curtail media advertisements and programming which encourage use of
alcohol and drugs.

5. Positive adyertisements against alcohol and drug use similar to those
used on smoking.

6. Programs to strengthen families to cope with stresses such as: parenting
skills and family 1ife education.

7. Educational programs for teachers, administrators, parents and students at
all educational levels. Also educational programs for community members
including law enforcement officials, hospital staff, and Doctors.

8. Establishment of community actiyities centers.

9. Federal Government should establish education programs to deal with stress
and anxiety, !

10.  Develop counseling and hospital programs to help abusers.

11.  Research to {dentify causes of alcohol and drug misuse.
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STATE OF QHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 8

In what ways can the positive responsibilities of the media be utilized
to support traditional moral values and eliminate the effect of pornography,
violence, and crime in the media on morality and values?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

].

Media shall evaluate the impact on families and become more responsive
to familjes and less responsive to the commercial market place.

Develop media standards which reflect, promote, and protect the family
as defined consistent with the American ideas of 1ife, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness..

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1,

2,

Citizen groups representative of family peopie given a voice in and
representation on the Federal Communication Commission.

For programming purposes, the definition of family shall be: head of

household 1{ying with one or more legally or blood related persons in a
Process of mutual growth, reciprocal commitment, shared responsibility
and self-sacrificing performance on behalf of themselves and community.

Deyelop a system of rating TV shows by using a more representative
sample than the Nielsen system or method. \

Public education regarding responsibility of families, citizens to
actively influence media and advertising.

Present positive models of traditional working-well family.

Develop brie? messages that help youth cope with developmental and social
problems such as violence, sex, drugs, and the inactivity of watching TV.

Journalism - media schools develop curricula to understand, promote, and
protect the family.

Develop iedia programming to portray sex as having special significance in
traditional family living, i.e. celibacy, monogamy, and genuine caring are
to be presented positively.



WHCF Issue Summary Form on Issue #7
(Con't) Pg. 2

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.
2.

(&, ]

Contact FCC about advertisements and programs.

Form local Citizen Action groups to promote the pos1t1ve aspects of not
using Drugs and Alcohol.

Organize Citizens groups, to rate media on their positive or negative
response to drug and alcohol programming.

Recognize Tocal groups that encourage family growth and development.

Surcharge to be by the States. Funds to be earmarked for Alcohol and
Drug education, prevention, and treatment on the local level.

Write Senators and Representatives about the problem and the need for
federal funding of local programs with local control of program.



WHCF -~ Issue Summary Form on Issue #®
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PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

10.

11.
12.

13.

Program out the glorification of and rewarding of crime, violence,
illicit sex.

Programming is to be' balanced to refiect a more realistic picture of
positive family life without stereotyping and sensationalism."

A1l programming should enhance educational and academic excellance.

New medija to reflect and affirmation of positive actions and attitudes
in family and society.

Assurance of a balanced presentation of controversial issues affecting
the family.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

S woN

o
.

The elections of citizens to the Federal Communications Commission.
Change law to include the election process of members of‘the FCC.
Work with existing citizen's groups to establish representation.

Contact congressmen to assist in change and program implementation at
national and iocal Tevels. :

Telespot messages.

More use of community service time on media for citizens groups related
to family life. ' ‘

Encourage positive feedback to media on positive programming. i.e. to
statton owners and sponsors.

Encourage the Federal Department of Education to develop task force to
deyelop materials on families which includes local citizen group input.



STATE OF OHIO

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

ISSUE NUMBER 9

How should the judicial system be improved to protect and enhance
family functioning and make marriage laws uniform in all fifty states?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

Courts should require premarital counseling and education.

There should be a constitutional restrictions in the traditional
definition of family and family responsibilities.

Courts should recognize the rights of parental authority.
\

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

Counseling programs should be established through churches and designated
Soctal Agencies. Completion of such premarital counseling should be

required before a marriage license is granted.

Define family as couple of opposite sex, united in legal marriage with
their blood related children or those legally adopted. Mandate tha same
definition for the judiciary.

Enact legtslation that specifies the parents' rights in school, health, and
legal matters of minors and revise laws that interfere with parents’ rights
in raising children.

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

.~ Write your Senators and Congressman. Couples should pay for their own

counseling, if extra money is needed to process the forms add $1.00 to
the license fee.

Lobby Representatives to define family so that a Judge in Nevada cannot
define a family differently from a Judge in Ohio.

Lobby Tocal bar associations to urge formulation of model legislation in
these areas. ,
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STATE OF OHIC \

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM

\

ISSUE NUMBER 10

How should the Social Supportive Services Delivery System be structured
to enhance the Social Functioning of Families?

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Policy development, decision making, administration and accountability
for social services be focused at the county level and be based on

lTocally identified needs; with emphasis on encouraging families to
be more independent and self sufficient.

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Community information and referral center with a strong outreach effort.

2. Ongoing local needs assessment with emphasis on prevention,

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The centralizing of human services into an umbrella concept, with
an emphasis on the delivery of quality services.

2.  More supportative services at the local level and ccunty coordinating
councils,




WHCF -~ Issue Summary Form on Issue #9
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STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS:

4., Create Citizen's Committees to work with the local Judges and the bar
association to effect recommendations for model legislation.

5. Write Congressman and Senators.




SECTION H
TRENDS AND CHANGE IN MARRIAGE»AND FAMILY

.Changes and effects of change on the American family were echoed by numerous tes-
timonies. Recommendations called either for the recognition of alternative life-
styles or the nonrecognition or dissolution of a lifestyle contrary to the tradi-
tional nuclear family. Research on the family was expressed as a prime need in
order to understand the changing family and the impact of the social changes upon
it. Government's influence on and policy toward the family elicited many rec-

ommendations.
Recommendations are summarized:

FAMILY POLICY

Families have been overlooked by policy makers. Policy, according to many
persons, should be written to "keep children and families together," and to "sup-
port and clarify the purpose of the fawmily as a matter of natiomal concern."

Fragmented services to "the delinquent child," the elderly dependent, the
mother, serve only to fragment families. Services should also serve the family
as a whole. 1In order to do this, family policy must be established to guide
government programs at all levels.

Many recommendations concerned the need for government - national, state,
local - to formulate policies that promote the family and enhance its image.

"All policies impact upon the family" and suggestions were that "Family Im-
pact Statements" be attached to each piece of local, state and federal legisla-
tion so .that legislators are forced to think through legislation and how it af-
fects the family.

Many persons asked for a cautious approach to the development of family
policy and asked that '"government support families not intrusively, but with sen—
sitivity to the needs of human beings," Others urged government *o "stay out of
the family and its business."

ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES

Some testimony recommended that persons following alternative lifestyles, liv-
ing in nontraditional families, being noncustodial parents should receive equitable
favor under the law as do nuclear families. This testimony favored recognizing
the traditional as well as the nontraditional family, with services and policies
attuned to the needs of all forms of families.

Concern for families - in whatever form - should be reflected in just tax
structures, non-restrictive emplcyment practices and benefits, access to credit
and other consumer advantages, recognition by health care providers of the indi-
vidual's right to self-determination and zoning law changes which allow for col-
lective home ownership.




[ip}

A recommendation voiced a portion of the contributors was the need for
changes in tax laws and recognition of extended family situations and alterna-

tive lifestyles.

Other recommendations concerned the need to inform others about alternative
lifestyles through public awareness programming, educational programs and pri~-
vate and public sector policies and programs.

Recognizing the family only as father, mother and chiidren - clearly de-
fining the family as persons who are related by blood, marriage or adoption,
was’ the recommendation of many Pennsylvanians.

RESEARCH ON THE FAMILY

In order to understand the family, research is needed on ''grass roots fami~
lies" -~ what they think and feel about themselves and the direction in which

- they are going.

Many participants asked that research find the answers to social questions:
"Should single parent families be encouraged? What are the causes and ways of
preventing domestic violence? What are the effects of parent education? Sex
education?"

1

Other recommendations sought answers from research on families' role in
educational achievement, resistance to delinquency and violence, intellectual
and artistic aspiration, religious convictions and sex role identifications.

Some suggestions: endow universities with funds to support application-
oriented research in the area of family problems; initiate an impact study on
the process of regulations and legislation on the family.

Research on the family is vital, according to the people making recommenda-
tions. "Everything ' : been researched but the family."

ORGANIZATIONS AND SERVICES TO FAMILIES

Families can benefit from and improve upon the quality of their lives by using
public and private services. : Testimony concerned the lack of services to meet

a specific need, services which interfere with family responsibilities, or ser-
vices which focus on a2 family member and not the total family as a unit. Recom~
mendations primarily concerned sgecific ways in which government and nongovernment
sectors can help families meet the needs of its members.

Recommendations are summarized:

FEDER#L GOVERNMENT

Federal government's effect on families was perceived as both positive and
negative, according to the testimony. Government can be "a welcome ally"; its
regulations should be "simplified, rationalized and made fair"; "it should not

interfere in family affairs.”




Many submitted testimony in favor of government helping families to help
themselves, through necessary programs of subsidized health care, social security,
educational loans, job training programs and free and reduced meal programs.
Recommendations called for welfare reform and equitable taxes. Overwhelmingly,
the recommendations favored the need for government to consider the effects of
its legislation on the family.

Government wads also urged to challenge individuals and families to act more
independently ... rely less on government ... cooperate more with others in com-
munities and neighborhoods. :

Government was asked to consi<er the needs of different types of families
and offer equitable help to all, particularly to families with children whose
parents are employed or for single parents.

Equitable programs or help should come from government for families whose
mother chooses to stay at home with the children or parents who have children in
day-care and work out of necessity. 'Guard against artificial constraints on
families, limiting programs to segments of society so that we are not pushed into
being a two-class society: the haves who can afford family life and the have-nots

who can't.”

Fuch testimony challenged government to refrain from making the family a po-
litical issue, to cut down on spending, to be efficient, to set an example ...
"preferably a Christian example of leadership."

STATE GOVERNMENT

Welfare reform was a major topic of concern to Pennsylvanians who submitted
testimony an¢ Family Forum recommendations.

Recommendations ranged from a blunt: "Reform welfare!" to asking for the
establishment of a more appropriate standard for grants and adequate public assis-
tance grant levels based on strongest claims of need.

Other suggestions: able bodied workers should work on state projects, or
should be dropped from the welfare rolls if a job is found for them and they re-
fuse to work; others asked that those removed should be retained in training pro-
graw® "until a well-matured plan devised by government and industry produces a
definite employment strategy."

Specific suggestions called for consolidation of existing agencies - public,
private, state and local. Counties making consolidation efforts should receive
financial and technical support from the Commonwealth.

States should license industrizl locations, regulate size of land hoioing and
leasing, prohibit interest in more than one source of energy, mandate public re-~
view of accounting systems, limit corporate board membership to one membership at
any one time and ensure that corporate boards represent a cross section of specia-

lists.

131




LAWS .

3

There were recurring albeit conflicting recommendations to pass the ERA, and
to defeat it; to support the family protection act and to pass the human life
amendment. Other recommendations ranged from urging passage of specific legisla-
tion to monitoring the effect of legislation on the family as a unit.

Patriotic themes of bringing back the flag salute in schools and strictly
enforcing the Constitution recurred, as well as recommendations to return prayer
in the schools.

Equity as it pertains to tax laws, especially as it affects married couples,
social security, family form and divorce were recommended.

Recommendations stressed the importance of examining legislation to see
whether it supports the rights of the individual to the detriment of the family
unit. Legislation should not invade the privacy of families or strip from parents
their rights of decision for their children, was the opinion expressed by some.

Legislation supportive of single parents, children and youth, the unborn
child and displaced homemakers was recommended. Any legislation, before enact-
ment, should be evaluated in terms of its impact upon the family as a unit. Regu-
lations affecting families should be periodically evaluated by focusing on their
actual impact. '"This evaluation should aggressively seek the opinion of providers
and clients."

COMMUNITY GROUPS '

A return to family-centered activities was reflected in the recommencations
made in this category. For example, the comnunity should become more involwved in
sponsoring family activities. :

A community-wide effort to compile, publish and advertise social and recrea-
tional services and events to its residents was suggested by a number of testi-
fiers. Another suggestion: local community events calendars should be adopted,
which wouid not only help publicize events but would also enable one night a week
be left free from any gatherings, meetings or events and reserved for family ac-
tivities.

Other recommendations stressed that programs in the community should rein-
force the role of parents or help families focus on the ability of private and
public service praviders to provide help. '"Such organizations (churches, busi-
nesses, unions and voluntary organizations) might give support to the notion of
families helping families."

There were also recommendations which encouraged continued and expanded sup-
port for community crganizations (Youth Hostel, International Childbirth Education,
La Leche League, "Y's", and others), or advocated that money now spent for com-
munity protection be channeled into boys' and girls' clubs, hobby centers and
trade schools.

132



RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

Many stated that religious institutions are a source of strength to families
and are properly responsible for giving guidance in moral and spiritual matters.
This important role should be recognized by government and nongovernment sectors
and should receive more deference and support.

Religious institutions according to much testimony, should offer services to
the family as a unit and be relevant to familv needs, offering aid to families
in times of need and serving as the main source of help to familie: in crisis.

Government should call upon these institutions to give noral and religious
guidance to people and should treat religious institutions with deference, re-
cognizing their role as a source of counsel and support for families.

Specific services which the religious institutions are being asked to pro-
vide include: premarital counseling; counseling for the family and for family
members with individual problems; help with family decision making; provision
of materials for parents to use in teaching children; reaching out to individuals
who are not part of a nuclear or traditional family; providing support groups;
creating family cliusters within congregations so that people can be a part of an
extended femily; matching adults/grandparents with children from single parent
homes within congregations.

Religious institutions were also asked to become aware of existing community
services and to co—-sponsor cooperative programs with local family-serving social

agencies.

SOCIAL SERVICES

Summarization becomes difficult when recommendations fill thirteen pages and
comments focus on social services in toto. The primary concern, however, was a
need for family-centered services that treat the family as well as the troubled
family member. Entire families, as well as indiv’Zual family members, should be
eligible gervice recipients.

Before a family is in crisis, social services should be available that aim to
prevent crises and support the family as a unit. Agencies, it was suggested,
should engage experienced, professional help "early omn," before a crisis develops.

It was suggested that agencies provide a complete family service package
which would serve to cement a family instead of dividing it. Additionally, an
integration of services which would facilitate a pooling of resources, joint plan-
ning, new approaches to service delivery, flexibility and high quality services
was recommended.

Testimony called for an increase in communications between agencies and other
service providers and schools, hospitals, courts and religious institutions. One
recommendation urged development of a well publicized family information bureau to
inform families of services that satisfy physical, emotional and educational needs.
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Several recommendations concerned agencies failure to provide accurate in-
formation and offer convenient office hours; in addition, intimidating rules
and regulations prevented peoplec from using services. Suggested was local modi-
fication of services which would better serve local needs.

Recommendations urged seivices for children, the poor, unskilled workers
and the elderly with preventive programs by schools, hospitals, health-care
clinics and communities as a whole.

Because the family unit possesses strengths, it can best serve its members;
however, it needs support and training to function at its best. Funding for
these family services - for counseling, treatment, prevention and enrichment -~
should be available. And providers should ensure these services are prompt, ac-
cessible, flexible affordable and home-based, with eligibility based on need
rather than income.

CHILD DAY CARE

The need for quality child care arrangements that are affordable and avail-
able to those who need them was the concern of a great many people. Equally re-
current were recommendations that day care should receive no federal funding, be-
cause a mother's place is at home with her children.

Specific recommendations regarding expansion of day care coacerned: infant/
toddler day care; after school care for childremn K-6; after school alternatives
for junior and senior high school students; drop-in day .care; better child care
in rural areas; on-site child care provided by employers.

]

Funding should come from the government through incentives given to business
and industry for developing day care services for employees; through Office of
Education for before-~and after-school child care for school-age children with
parents charged on their ability to pay.

Quality child care can be ensured by offering professional salaries and bene-~
fits to staff; or, it was suggested, supplement the staff with "foster'" grand-
parents. Quality, many felt, can also be ensured if parents have input in child
care delivery, and parent advisory groups on the local, state and mational level
are operable. Government should encourage the corporate community to share in the
responsibility for day care .and should expand Title XX to include participation of
middle-income parents on a fee-paying basis.

! _ Services within day care should be expanded to offer parent education, coun-
seling, and nutritional information. On-site child care services, in colleges,
hospitals, churches and synagogues, businesses and in all neighborhoods, were
recommended. Community centers and playground facilities where children of all
ages can participate were related concerms.

Many who testified see day care as a primary need for working mothers. Others,
who feel a parent or immediate relative should care for children in the pre-school
years, oppose the provision of publicly supported day care.

Many recommendations urged passage of Comprehensive Child Care Legislatiom.
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ADULT DAY CARE

Adult day care - for the elderly or the handicapped ~ should not be just
babysitting, according to the recommendations. It should minister to the '"whole"
person, providing physical care, rehabilitation therapy, and inclusion of the
whole family and not just the adult needing care.

Adult day care enables the person's family members to be employed and allows
the individual to remain with their families without needing institutionalizationm.
Charges for day care should be assessed on a sliding scale, with funding from
local, state and federal governments.

FOSTER CARE

Controversy over foster care was expressed in the recommendations. Some called
for an end to foster care, either returning children to their natural families or
placing them for adoption.

Alternatives to foster care were: funding foster care through the extended
family or offering broad services to the natural family, thus enabling the child
to stay in the family unit.

If foster care is used, agencies should include six-month reviews of the cases
so that children do not become lost in substitute care all of their lives. With
a continuum of services, natural parents should be able to have their children re-
turned to them within one to two years.

ADOPTION AND ADOPTION SERVICES

Many who testified on this topic were emphatically in favor of encouraging
adoption. Among the recommendations: give tax breaks to adoptive pdrents; en-
courage adoption rather than abortion; allow monetary help to meet the expenses of
an unmarried woman who chooses to carry a baby to term and offer it for adoption;
give insurance benefits to adoptees.

Federal and state laws and regulations should be viable and realistic and
allow some initiative in allowing adoption rather than foster care when the natural
family cannot care for the child despite service intervention.

In all cases, urged the recommendations, children should grow up in families
of their own - natural or adoptive, but not in limbo.

PHYSICAL HEALTH AND THERAPY SERVICES

Family centzred medical services and health care for both prevention and treat-
ment were widely recommended. Other recommendations urged high quality, safe health
care with consumer involvement at all levels of services.

Doctors and dentists should treat people regardless of their ability to pay.
Prompt, fair reimbursement could make this possible. Free health’care for all
children should be a reality.
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Medicare reimbursement and/or tax relief for families with elderly, handi-
capped or infirmed members would ensure that family members could be cared for
within the family setting by their own relatives.

Specific recommendations stated that courts should not award outrageous
settlements in malpractice suits. Medicaid should reimburse at the same rate
as Medicare; families should be charged as a unit for the same illness, not as
individuals.

Government was asked by many to establish comprehensive national health in-
surance, funded like Social Security to avoid reliance on the insurance industry.
A related recommendation asked that means be provided to establish nonprofit
consumer-controlled community health associations.

Funding was recommended for: physical exams for those people over 60; cov-
erage for Medicaid residents' nursing home costs; preventive health services for
day care users; health education; quality health care for rural areas; expanded
and improved public health services and adequate, reliable translation services
ensured through authoritative intervention, with noncompliance affecting hospital
accreditation requirements.

Legislation was urged that would increase home health care benefits, ensur-
ing an alternative to institutionalization, require immunization against dis-
eases that cause mental retardation and other handicaps, mandate genetic studies
on young couples and require that surgical procedures for any person under 18 be
performed only with parental consent.

Funding, it was recommended, should be available for hospice care; technical
assistance at home for dialysis families; educational programs to warn people
against smoking, drinking and drugs; .distribution of information on diethylstil-
bestrol to children of mothers who ingested this drug.

Train families in first-aid, urged some participants, and encourage and train
them to be aware of early recognition of physical and psychological needs of their
dependents.

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Mental health services need to be preventative and family centered, .according
to the testimony. Mental health centers, educational programs, treatment review
teams, seminars and parent training were suggested.

Reimbursement for care should be reevaluated, with consideration given to
including travel time and mileage for home visits; paying for simultaneous treat-

" ment for short-term care and for case conferences; and for treatment of the family

as a unit and not just for the troubled family member.

Also suggested was better publicity on the availability of mental health ser-
vices.
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TRANSPORTATION

Rural areas were Seen as greatly in need of government intervention and sup-
port for transportation. Suggested were rural community van systems, usiag ex-
isting agency vans and providing money to buy special health care vans for rural
areas.

Other recommendations were: improve existing transportation to rural areas;
explore alternatives to mass transit or use the existing school transportation
vehicles.

Mass transit should be supported as well as neighborhocd on-call busses and
small busses for non-commercial family use.

ECONOMICS

{
Inflation was the prime conceru of recommendations categorized under Economics.

Pennsvlvanians urged government to "attack' inflation and bring it under control
in order to relieve economic pressures on families. Inflation is eroding family
resources.

Energy - its cost, availability, and effect on the family's resources or lack
of them -~ was another major concern. Suggestions varied from formalizing an energy
policy, prohibiting one industry from investing in or owning another energy in-
dustry or energy source, developing solar energy systems using excess profits from
fuel producers and general revenues, placing price controls on energy items, -en-
couraging discovery of independent energy sources and placing more emphasis on
family needs and less on needs of business and industry.

Recommendations also urged a guaranteed annual income or federal family in-
come assistance to Americans whose income falls below the basic level at which a
decent life can be lived.

People urged government to reduce spending and balance the budget. Eliminate
government subsidies and make less credit available, were some thoughts. 'Get
government ‘out of our pockets'," said one person; others sought help; i.e., '‘do
something" for middle class families, large families, single-parent families.

Consumer education courses should be available to all levels of society on
budgeting one's income, credit card usage, credit buying, insurance programs and
savings programs. Help should be given to the individual whc is in serious debt.
Financial counseling should be increased. County Extension agencies should be
trained and equipped to provide materials and workshops to groups and individuals
on controlling our personal and national debt. ,

TAX POLICY

No tax cred”:ts, recommended some participants, unless enterprises develop
and maintain pro-family work pclicies, such as flex-time, job-sharing, on-site
infaat care, re-entry into employment for mothers with no loss of seniority and

company benefits for day care.
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Tax relief was sought by parents of parochial school children.

An equitable tax system, eliminating tax loopholes, with more realistic de-
ductions for dependents, were Pennsylvanians' prime recommendations. Rigorous
and honest efforts at true tax reform with tax policies that are supportive .of
families were frequently stated.

Additionally, there should be provided incentives for businesses that pro-
vide child care, a reduction in low and moderate individual tax rates, tax breaks
for families and tax breaks for families with dependent members at home.

Others recommended tax deductions for families with one breadwinner So mother
can remain at home or tax credit equal to day care charges for families with the
mother at home.

"Don't count interest earned in savings accounts as taxable income,' stated
one participant. Make tuition (college) a tax deductible allowance, urged another.
Support a tax structure that encourages families to live together; reduce taxes
of low and middle income families while taxing those in higher tax brackets and
also corporations; tax policy should encourage new and small businesses.

EMPLOYMENT

Full employment, recommended the majority of participants, should be sought.
"WELFARE IS DAMAGING TO FAMILY LIFE." 'Unemployment should be a last resort."

The long~term unemployed should be involved with, public works projects or
incorporated into public service job programs. Additionally, efforts should be
made to retraln workers and make available ''real' jobs...'not one year public
service and back on welfare for two."

Alternatives to traditional employment were strongly recommended by many
participants. These alternatives were job-sharing, flex-time and in-the—home
job opportunities. Additionally, employers were asked to be responsive in their
policies to families by offering on=-site child care for emplcyees, maternity and
paternity leaves, leaves for child cara wit“~ut prejudice and carefully considered

job transfers.

Government was asked for tax breaks for businesses and industries who reflect
concern for the families in their employment practices, and to provide incentives
to industries that locate in high unemployment areas.

It was suggested that worker's incomes be subsidized by the goverament so as to
enable families to provide necessities for their families. Hard work, too, was
asked to be rewarded.

Minority employment rights are needed for women, other minorities, the handi-
capped, rural residents and older workers. Equal pay for women and men was recom-
mended. Recommended were sizable tax breaks for business that employ minorities
in "real", not dead-end jobs.
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Employers should not be allowed to leave communities without just cause;
related to this concern were recommendations on retraining affected workers,
' giving workers on-site employment service help and perhaps, relocation grants.

Welfare reform and improved unemployment compensation benefits were con-
cerns, but the prime recommendation was employment for all.

EDUCATION

Repeatedly stated recommendations were requests to return prayer and Bible
reading to the classrooms8 and a return to Judeo-Christian values in the schools.
Recommendations also urged reinstating the Pledge of Allegiance and fostering
patriotism in the classrooums.

Many people commented that it was the parents' responsibility to be the pri-
mary teachers of their children, specifically in teaching values, sex education
and imparting information on drug and alcohol abuse.

Additionally, the government was asked to support parnzihial schools and/or
allow tax exemptions for families choosing other than public education for their
' children. ‘

Education across the life span was expressed as a need by many participants:
adult educatior in areas of life skills and human relationships; higher education
- with fair financial assistance -- for all ages; strong basic education in ele-
mentary schools; relevant education in elementary and secondary schools and in
vocational education. Specific suggestions were numerous.

Regarding public schools, recommendaticas urged =:.'« involvement of parents
in the educational process through frequent parent/teacher mev%ings, less inti-
midation by schoels toward parents and attempts by schools to make parents more
of a partner in the education of their children.

Schools. it was felt, need help from parents in identifying needs, available
resources and in finding solutions to students' problems. While schools were
asked to formulate and enforce strong policies at the administrative level, es-
pecially regarding student respongibility and discipline, it was also stated that
parents need to back the schools when school policies are enforced.

A return :o neighborhood schools, reduction in size of schools and more com—
munity involvement were recommended as ways to solve problems of students.

In the areas of curricula, recommendations specifically called for courses
in relationships - how to get 2long with others and "how to care.” The values
of families and motherhood should be taught as well as social responsibility;
recommended was required community service for secondary students. Curriculum
in education for marriage, child rearing, consumer education and lifetime spo:ts
were specifically recommended.

At the elementary level, government should ensure adequaieffunﬁing in order
to expand and strengthen education, thus ensuring "a Ffunctlonal, Literate society."
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Funding should also be available for training and retraining teachers and
professional educators; for developing media tools to be used in teaching fami-
lies how to cope with crises; for initiating the use of visual tools that have
recorded master teachers' successes in teaching ethnic students. Additiomnally,
public education, television, pamphlets and play scripts were suggested as posi-
tive tools to use in the education of adults, children and youth.

IDENTIFICATION OF NEEDS AND SERVICES

Service providers need to know who and where the vulnerable populations are
and their problems and what services and resources are available. Also, accord-
ing to recommendations, a survey of professional service providers should be con-
ducted to identify resources and widely publicize them. This information on
public ana private services should be centralized and able to be delivered as
simply and as directly as possible.

INSURANCE

Recommendations concerning insurance stressed the need for social insurance
to protect workers and their families when income is lost‘due to age, health,
loss of job or death of breadwinner.

"Addiction (to drugs or alcohol) is a family disease," according to one re-
commendation, and insurance should cover the costs of treating the family.

Hospitalization and insurance policies cover abortions of unwed mothers,
why not maternity care so that women can carry their babies to term? All costs
of reproductive procedures affecting the reproductive lives of women should be
covered by insu;ancee

MEDIA

"As we sit plugged into the set, how much of real life do we miss?"
questioned one person. Others recommended that parents become involved in the
selection and airing of tulevision programs, that they monitor the programs
that their children watch and that they speak up about poor television program-
wing.

The number one recurrent recommendation concerned the need for television
programming that strengthens families, that supports moral and family values
and promotes the benefits of a healthy, happy family 1life.

More educational television programming, urged the recommendations and gen-
erely, more '"family" TV programs. "IV is an excellent medium for presentation of
needed skills and information for families"...'excellent for education.”

Government should pressure media to censor itself; suggested were tax breaks
to production companies or producers who offer family type programs. The FCC
should enforce stricter standards for television, thus reducing sex and violence
in programming. Additionally, existing regulations on commercials should be en-
forced and additional standards adopted.
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» Advertising agenciles should exhibit social responsibility, urged some parti-
' cipants; have fewer ads on television, urged others. '

" A number of recommendations dealt with the image of the family in television
programming. They are "half-way normal” "with a gimmick.” How does this repre-
sentation affect the family, questioned participants.

Other recommendations asked that television, books, movies and radio be
"ecleaned up."

YOUTH SERVICES

Three recommendations in this category urged that Pennsylvania children not be
placed out of state; that a coordinated approach be adopted in order to strengthen
families and solve their problems; and that meaningful work for youth in government-
funded summer work programs be available ~ "this first job experience is where work
habits, good or bad, are learned." (Additional recommendations are categorized
under Social Services.)

HOUSING

Expansion of the housing supply is needed, stated participants. Specific rec-
ommendations: make private and public monies available to help with the renovation
of the many existing but boarded-up housing in cities; epcourage housing alterna-
tives (mobile and modular homes) through relaxation of zoning ordinances and em-
phasis on attractive mobile home park designs.

' Single-family units need to be constructed that are affordable for the poor,
in other than 'one large room.” Funds should be made available for low and moderate-

income family housing.

Alternative living arrangements should be encouraged, enabling several adults
and children to share a home or enable an extended family to afford a large dwell~-

ing.
Price and rent controls, urged one participant.

Newly comstructed public housing shoul? have a smaller number of units, with
avallable child care and recreation facilities and involvement of residents in

housing decisions.

Recommended was a greater diversity of h-using types in urbar and suburban
areas, giving families a range of affordable options in both locatioms.

Specific legislation was recommended: passage of Fair Housing Amendments .
Act; legislation and appropriate funds for housing for abused spouse; develop-
ment of second stage hous’. 3 for siagle parent families; no cuts in HUD budget

for Section 8 and public housing. '
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RECREATION

Expand family activities, urged participants. Recommendations varied as to
their content, but were unanimous in stating that families need time together.

Suggested were affordable public recreational facilities, more federal re-
creation ‘areas, usage of local schools during non-schoo% hours, sound outdoor
activities and family-oriented social functions.

NUTRITION/NUTRITIONAL SERVICES

Government was urged to support nutrition education programs waich help fami-
lies to teach nutrition through application and practice in the home. Schools
and television were recommended as educational vehicles. In adeition, it was
urged that nutrition education be given before food stamps are issued and that the
WIC Program (Women, Infants and Children) be reviewed and evaluated.

MINORITY FAMILIES

Families need services to support them, some families more than others. While
being supportive of heritage, services also need to focus specifically on the
minority group needing help.

Recommendations are summarized belowé
ETHNIC GROUPS

All ethnic groups should be enciuraged and supported to develop a value
gystem that reflects their heritage.

The bulk of the recommendations focused on black and Hispanic families.

HISPANIC FAMILIES

Government should create an independent body which can assess needs and
evaluate change: agencien that are doing effective work should be supported;
conversely, those that ace not successful should be allowed to die. "The idea
is to counter the commvaity's sense of being abandoned."

Federally funded programs should be held accountable for monies and their
success in fostering positive change.

Expressed needs were for better quality schools, a range of medical ser-
vices enabling choice, solutions to problems of health care providers with
language barriers and the shaping of a federal policy which encourages specia-
lized agencies to deliver specific services to the Hispanic community.
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BLACK FAMILIES

In order to learm, black children need teachers - black or white.- who can
teach. Also needed is that parents and children believe that the educational
Process is worthwhile. This feeling must be instilled at home.

Special needs of single-parent families headed by black women exist; these
needs must be addressed. Young blacks also must be properly educated and trained.

FAMILY AS A SMALL GROUP

i
The family functions as a link between the individual and other institutions of
society. Collectively the family screens, selects, appraises and shapes the con-
stant social changes that occur and acts as a stabilizing force, providing an
identify and haven for the individual. The importance of the family in this re-
gard elicited recommendations ou the nuclear family, the relationships between
family members and the interrelationships of families within a community.

Recommendations are summarized:
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

The nuclear family ig paramount, according to the recommendations. Recognize
it, strengthen it and support it, urged participants. Conversely, the nuclear
family is no longer the primary living arrangement.

"If families lived up to their responsibilities (and were encouraged to do so
more vigorously), the Government would not have to be so involved.” Conversely,
"society must seek to Promote a climate in which parents can better carry out the
socialization, nurturance and discipline functions."”

Recommendations reflected the diverse viewpoints of Fennsylvanians on rela-
tionships within the family.

Viewpoints were expressed which concerned the need for parents to spend quality
and quantity time with children in order to prepare children for adulthood; to
8ive children a strong moral base; to love one another and children; to show child-
ren this love and to work together as a teamn.,

Suggested were more involvement of the family with aging persons - if grand-
Parents are not available, they could be adopted. Self-sufficiency was seen as a
str-ngth and one which families should adopt, depending on members for support,
assaistance and sharing of life experiences.

Society (government) has a responsibility to place new emphasis on the ability
of the family to provide love and security for its members. "Society must seek
to promote a climate in which parents can better carry out the socialization, nur-
turance and discipline functions." In addition, "programs should be fostered which
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highlight the responsibilities of a family to its members, and vice wversa." Each
family member must support the other, and a framework of mutual respect be es-
tablished which must be earned not only by the adults but children too."

FAMILY MEMBER RELATIONSHIPS

Mother-Child, Father-Child, Husband-Wife and Parent-Child Relationships were
separate categories of recommendations but they are summarized as a group for
this papcr.

Primary among the recommendations was the need for a strengthening of the
family unit by reaffirming parents'’ responsibility and authority for children
and reinforcing the parent-child relationship positively in the schools.

Parents should set good moral examples for their children; théy are also the
child's primary teachers and should be allowed to teach their children according
to their own religious and moral beliefs.

There were those who felt that husbands should be moie aware of the needs of
the family and that its members should participate in shared household tasks or
that mothers should be home with children.

Additional recommendations specified government funded couples learning
centers and/or mutual support groups for husbands and wives having problems and
that government become an active proponent of breastfeeding.

Support of traditional sex roles was also recommended. Additionally, sup-
port was sought for recognition of sexual roles as male and female, realizing
that equality as men and women does not mean sameness.

FAMILY INTERRELATIONSHIPS

"'strong families should reach out and touch those less fortunate." "Families
should care for each other."

The family, as it interrelates within the neighborhood and community, could
be further strengthened, according to the recommendations, by fostering a sense of
caring for each other. This caring or sense of community would increase the feel-
ing of belonging and eliminate some alienation.

Some needs of families can be met through voluntary organizations. The im-

portance of volunteerism should be recognized and promoted and its worth in deve-
loping responsible citizens must not be underestimated.

COMMUNICATION
Commmications and interpersonal skills shouvld be taught in family workshops

in school, in college and at home. These skills should reach all socioeconomic
levels and should be mandatory prior to marriage, was one recommendation.
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Improved communication skills would enable families to work out their pro-
blems within the home. Urged one participant: 'That ever elusive 'meaningful
relationship' is really a quite obtainable ground of communication...On such
ground better marriages can be built. From better marriages greater family sta-
bility will result."”

MARKRIAGE AND DIVORCE

Increasing the offerings by public and private ingstitutions of courses and train-
ing in marriage was labeled as an important factor in stemming divorce. Recom-
mendations also ranged from urging passage of no-fault divorce legislation to
making divorce more difficult to obtain.

Recommendations are gummarized below:

MARRIAGE

Marriage requirements should be stiffer, making it harder to get married.
Governmenp, it was recommended, should.lend its moral and financial support to
agencies, groups or organizations which work toward supporting and enriching ex-

isting marriages.

DIVORCE AND SEPARATION

Uniform, fair divorce laws - no-fault divorce - divorce counseling - divorce
reform - divorce insurance - unilateral divorce - were recommended by many parti-
cipants.

"Divorce counseling should be as available as divorce." Perhaps trained
conciliators or arbitrators would be more successful in saving marriages ... than
does the adversary system." '"A professional evaluation (should) be done before a

divorce is granted." l

Fxisting support laws should be enforced inter- and intra-state. Heavy
fines should be imposed, urged one participant, for the parent who refuses to
support his/her children.

Regarding cugtody, cases should be removed from the courts; joint-custodial
arrangements should qe researched, with rights of fathers considered.

ISSUES RELATED TO REPRODUCTION

The igsues of abortion, family planning, birth control, genetic counseling and
other reproductive issues prompted widely divergent recommendations from Pennsyl-

vanians.
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[}
Recommendations are summarized below:

BIRTH CONTROL

"Private, personal relationships should be private..." "Pru.ect parents'’
right to control the use of contraceptives by their children."

"Cease funding Planned Parenthood.' was one sentiment often expressed.
"That adequate information, counseling, and medical services concerning family
planning be available to all..." was another voiced by many.

Teenagers' sexual activity, their access to birth control information,
clinics and counseling/education were commonly cited issues. However, recommen—
dations also concerned the parents as a primarily responsible for their children
regarding instruction on veneral disease, contraception and abortion.

ABORTION

One of the most controversial categories of testimony concerned abortion.
Anti-abortion and pro~choice gentiments are summarized below. To summarize the
recommendations: . :

Pro~Choice: '"Individuals should decide for themselves about abortion.'" '"Federal
support of abortion is a personal issue.” 'No woman should be forced to bear a

child she does not want."

Anti~Abortion: "Stop government funding of abortions.' ''Respect the right to
life." '"Make abortion illegal.'

GENETIC COUNSELING

Prenatal gemetic counseling should be incorporated in publicly funded ser-
vices to women; funding should be available and coverage increased for prenatal
. genetic screening under state Medicaid and private insurance programs.

Training for health professicnals in amniocentesis and genetic counseling
should be more available, with information on genetic counseling more widely
dispersed to the public.

Some recommended denial of public monies to progrhms involving genetic coun~
seling and ammiocentesis in women who are already pregnant.

PRFGNANCY AND BIRTH

Family~centered maternity care, urged many participants, should be understood
and provided by the medical community. Providers of prenatal care should encourage
parents~to~be to understand and participate in this program. Further extending
this option to fragmented families ~ the unmarried couple, the pregnant adolescent

or the single mother~to-be was suggested. .

1.48



- 19 -

: Quality, childbirth classes were recommended, with support given of all

' optiuns of childbearing as well as breast feeding. Classes should follow up
with new mothers, helping them to understand post-partum feelings and offering
support to the new family during their transition period.

W

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR

Sexual permissiveness, sexual preference and sexual crimes and abuse concerned

a number of people submitting testimony. Recommendations included: the causes
of today's sexual climate; and the need for government to monitor the sexual and
pornographic materials available to the public.

rd
Recommendz tions are summarized:

Stricter pormography laws were recommended. Stores should be fined that
sell pornographic materials; laws should prohibit its distribution; publication
should be halted of pornographic magazines and newspapers.

Vietims of sexual crimes (abuse, rape and incest) should be dealt with com-
passionately with provision made for the victims physical and emotional needs.

While some felt that sexual preference should be a protected status in a.l
anti-discriminatory legislation; others testified that current government ac—
ceptance of homosexuality is wrong. Statutes that make sexual practices between
consenting adults illegal should be repealed was re: i .<idod by some.

INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS OF FAMILIES

Problems that affect the family member affect the family as a unit. Recommenda-
tions urged recognition of problems and offered solutions that should be adopted
by public and private agencies. Many testimonies stated that it is often the
family that first recognizes the physical and psychological care needed by its
members and the support services necessary to a dependent's recovery and to the
well-being of the family as a unit.

{

Recommendations are summarized below:
CHILD ABUSE

Abused children should be removed from the home and not returned until the
cause of abuse has been corrected and abusing parents have been counseled. Funding
should be available for self-help groups, such as Parents Anonymous, with their
services integrated into present agency support systems.

Professionals working with abusing parents should be adequately trained and
experienced; intervening investigators should have adequate power. :
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. ADULT ABUSE

The need for shelters for abused adults and their abused family members is
critical as well as the need for supportive services. Well-advertised shelters
with staff can provide support and information to adults needing help. Support
is also needed to rehabilitate the abused person as well as the abuser.

FAMILY VIOLENCE

Government should help community agencies and educational institutions de-
velop support systems and counseling services to help families; i.e., prevention
programs, crisis centers, shelters for abused family members and an acco.ntability

of the services delivered.

Problems of domestic vioclence must be kept before the public so that solutions
will be sought and implemented.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE

Educate the public on the effects of alcohol and drugs through multi-media
campaign. ''Bombard the family from all angles "

Additionally, educate teachers to recognize symptoms of alcohol and drug
‘addiction, train counselors to work with the troubled family member and the
family itself, give law enforcement officers proper authority to crack down on
the drug scene and spend more money to research the causes on addiction.

Prevention programs are needed, as well as family involvement in outpatient
and inpatient treatment centers. Another recommendation: mandatory seminars
for drug and alcohol offenders.

CULT ATTACHMENT OF MEMBERS

Recommendations concerned the need for educating the public on the destructive-
ness of cults on young people. Parents "feel totally rejected by the usual chan-
nels of help.”" Government was asked to help victims and their families.

FAMILY UNDER ECONOMIC STRESS

Schools need to be sensitive to the problems of poor childrer and the limi-
tations their environment places upon them. Special supportive services are needed
by children in cities.

Adequate maternal nutrition and prenatal services for pregnant women on wel-
fare were recommended as well as adequate levels of public assistance grants.

Protect Americans from unwarranted oil price increases and offer emergency
oil supplies on a 24~hour basis, urged some participants.

«
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Additionally, it was recommended that people need education on family fi-
' nances, money management and how to live within their means. This help could
be offered through finance companies and banks.

FAMILY WITH IMPRISONED MEMBERS
Families and their needs should be considered when a member is incarcerated. -

Contact visits at county jails with inmates and adults and children - in
private - should be allowed; family visitation in jails should be permitted.

Recommendations specifically dealt with the problems of the imprisoned
mother and suggested: children up to age three to be kept with the mother, pri-
vate extended visits for mother and children; parenting and child development
training in prison education programs; mother-release programs under probation
supervision. Lastly, that parental rights no% be terminated just because of in-
carceration. .

FAMILY OF HANDICAPPED

Legislation should address the problem of the high cost of a handicap to a
family, both financially and emotionally.

Linited services are available to the handicapped persons below age 21 and
those who are aged. Little help is available to others. This problem should
be addressed.

Part-time care, sheltered workshops, employment opportunities - all were
suggested as ways to help families and their handicapped family member. A resi-
dential option, such as community living arrangements, should be provided.

In addition, accountable and effective case management would help families
find support services and ensure help for the handicapped person as well as the
family unit.

FAMILIES OF MENTALLY RETARDED

Prevocational and voc- ‘ional training shovld be available in order to train
mentally handicapped persc to be as productive in the community as possible.
Lower-functioning persons should have access to sheltered workshops. Tax in-
centives should be given to business and industries who hire the handicapped.

Acceptance within the community should be fostered by service providers,
it was suggested. Within the schools, intermediate units should provide in-
service training to all teachers K-12 in order to facilitate mainstreaming.

Community based care is needed; however, transferring people from large in-
stitutions to community living arrangements should not be accomplished unless
adequate supportive services are available, services that enable residents to
become part of the community..."ensuring that CLAs do not become mini-institutions."
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SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES
Needs of single parent families councerned many Pennsylvanians.

"We must consider 'without rancor’ how to improve the lot of single parent
families."” "Strengthen their identify." "RemoVe the stigma attached to single
parent homes."

"Burden of poverty falls heavily on these families." Recommerded were a
halt to inflation, greater tax relief, public health assistance, rtuel aid and
scholarship programs for higher education.

Several recommendations stressed the need for communities to offe: suppor=
tive services; i.e., financial aid to existing community social service agencizs;
restructured employment practices (flex-time, family sick leave); coumunity re-
creation centers; day care; and breakfast programs. Perhaps a "grandma volunteer
service" which would provide a drop~in service to check on sick children while
the parent works.

Additionally, it was recognized that support systems are needed in the form
of adjustment benefits, counseling, education and job training for new single
heads of households. Inservice training for teachers by cemmunity agencies was
seen as a need in order to educate school persomnel on the problexs of single
parent families.

TEENAGE PARENTS

The families of pregnant adolescents need help; present service delivery sys- ‘
tems are not meeting this need, according to the testimony.. The family is an im-
portant factor in whether the adolescent finishes school, finds a job and i{s able

to care for herself and her child.

Schools should offer flex-time educationm, thereby encouraging pregnanf teen—
agers to remain in school. Later, child care should be provided.

Counseling, pre-and postnatal care and a wide range of educational and social
services -~ preferably with others in the same situation - greatly benefit teenage
parents and enable them to maintain themselves and raise their children.

Expanded funding for the Adolescent Health, Services,léhd Pregnancy Preven-
tion and Care Act of 1978 was sought ... to "assist in preventing unwanted initial
and repeat pregnancies."

FAMILIES WITH ELDERLY, AGED DEPENDENT

- Recommendations urged reimbursement or financial help for families :+ho want
to keep their elderly members with them in their home. This arrangement :as pre-
ferable to imstitutionalization or placing them in homes; with adequate support
services "elderly family members can add to the strength of a family."
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"Families who care for aged parents or the elderly in the home should have
help." Help, in the form of tax relief, better coverage by Medicare and Medicaid,
respite care.

With more extensive in-home service programs, individuals could also be main-
tained in their own homes for a longer period of time.

"Elderlies need supportive services for both the well and those who are sick
and infirmed. Preventive services, educational programs on good nutrition, pre-
ventive health cars, basic helping skills were recommended.

CURRENT WOMEN'S ISSUES

Chief concerns in this category were aid for displaced homemakers, government
recognition of the economic value of housework and a national policy regarding
women and employment.

Help for displaced homemakers was the chief recommendation. It was pointed
out that women may actually be in the work force but at jobs which are inadequate
for the support of a family. - These homemakers aye likely to become poor. They
need training for better skills, re-entry programs and job placement.

"Every woman's work in the home must be considered a monetary contribution."
"Welfare and SSI payments must be called a wage and increased to reflect the value
of housework." "A Social Security wage for housework must be available to every
woman from the government."

Women and work generated another large segment of recommendations. Urged
- were a national policy which would mandate maternity leaves, without loss of
seniority and/or job; flex~time working arrangements; part—time and shared em—
ployment opportunities; equal access to jobs (a related concern, especially for
women over 35); equal pay for equal work and on-site day care services.

Pass ERA, recommended a large number of participants, while others urged its
defeat.

Ensure legal rights of women; mandate Social Security equity, credit equity
and pension rights. Pension rights concerned a small number of participants who
were particularly interested in revision of Veteran's Administration pensions and
rights of wives without pensions. They should receive their husband's full pen-
sion upon his death. ’

Many recommendations urged the government to make it possible for mothers to
be home with children. Others urged that the negative actitude toward non-working
women be dispelled.

All recommendations concerning che draft opposed calling women ts serve.

The need for supportive services was explained; besides the need for services
to the displaced homemakers, other women in need of specific help were abused
women, female victims of crime and those in trouble with the law. Specifically
sought was additional funding for volunteer women's centers in areas where pre-

sently they do not exist.
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In Summation: "Until legislation acts in women's interests, with recognition
of their input on policies affecting them and their families, the quality of family

life will suffer."

COUNSELING AND EDUCATION

Education - for marriage, parenting, family life, career, vocation, job - was sought
with recommendations on its method of delivery, provider, age of student and avail-
ability as an option or 2 requirement. Recommendations on the need for counseling
before and during marriage and the necessity for family therapy were prevalent, with
a common thread of providing education and counseling before a family is in crisis.

Recommendations are summarized below:
EDUCATION FOR MARRIAGE AND PARENTHOOD

Family life education (for marriage and parenthood) should be taught at all
levels, for all ages. This area was one of the major concerns of contributors to
The Pennsylvania Forum on Families. Though recommendations varied as to who should
do the teaching, there was agreement that teaching parenting, premarital counseling,
preparation for family life and responsible parenthood 1s necessary to strengthen

the family.

Family 1life education courses were recommended in order to inform future
parents and marriage partners, offer suppert to existing marriages, improve the
role of present parents and help parents and marriage partners who may be having
difficulties in their relationships.

Marriage and parenthood classes should be required in secondary schools and
colleges and universities. Others suggested it begin in the primary grades.
Government could help by developing curricula so that "teachers may be prepared
to teach K-12 on these subjects.”

More ¢ jcation than 1z zow available was urged for the general public on pre-
paration f{.r marriage, interpersonal skills and the roles and responsibilities of
family members. Classes in marriage and family ... "would show young people that
we as a nation value the family and the toles of husband and wife and father and

mother."

Pre-marital classes would "awaken in the young a realization that the human
adventure of marriage precupposes a commitment to grow togefher in love over time."

Teaching of human sexuality, childbirth education, child care, and specific
training for pregnancy were related recommendations.

Many agencies were recommended as the ones to offer parenting, child de-
velopment, family enrichment and marriage education ccurses. Government was asked
to fund programs to train parent leaders, prepare res~urce materials and support
private agencies who are now doing an effective job in educating for marriage and

parenthood.
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SEX EDUCATION

Many recommended an expansion of sex education in the schools, including
family 1ife and reproductive health education in all grades. Several recommen-
dations stated education should be required in all schools receiving federal
funds.

Parents should be included in this educational process within the schools.
Parents also need preparation for educating their children in this area.

Several participants felt strongly that only parernts should teach their
children sex education; private agencies, such as Planned Parenthood, should be
kept out of the schools and should not receive federal funding.

Ministers, churches and synagogues, and private agencies were seen by some
participants as the proper teachers of sex education.

MARRIAGE COUNSELING AND THERAPY

"Mandatory marriage counseling...before divorces are granted." 'Marriage
counseling - affordable and available." ''There must be created legitimacy for
couples learning - an educational program which will encourage learning rather
than induce fear that examining of learning in this area will produce greater
trauma."

Other recommendations dealt with married couples helping other couples in
crisis to stay together, developing couples learning centers and the expansion
of marital counseling by both public and private agencies.

Pre-marital counseling was seen as a deterent to hasty, ill-advised marriages,
with some participants suggesting that pre-marital counseling be made mandatory.

FAAILY THERAPY

Preventive therapy should be available to enrich families, tu impart skills
in communic2iion and interpersonal relationships a.® to help families before they
are in cri-is.

Two personal posts were recommended - a preventative family therapist and a
family coordinator - as necessary advocates for the family.

Generally, it was recommended that some families need help at times while
others cannot reconcile their problems. However, tta family should be taught or
trained to see and develop the strengths of each family member, to listen to their
concerns, and to help them - thus re.nforcing the family as a unit.

CONTINUING EDUCATION, INFORMAL ADULT EDUCATION

"A family works well when there is coummunication..." How to communicate with
others, how to relate to others, how tv gain self-respect and respect for others
and how to like yourself were skills that participants felt should be caught.
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Training is needed by different forms of families - single parent families,
famjlies of adoptive children and new parents. Training for familiey in general
shoulq be available through schools, educational institutions, on-site at places
of employment, churches and Synagogues, community centers and agencies.

ParentS "chould be invited back to school” to give them support in money
DaNagement, Nutrition and parenting skills. This ongoing education, said one
Participant, gives parents a sense of self-egteem which in turn will be passed on
to their children.

JOB CQUNSELING AND TRAINING

Job preparation in che schools and government sponsored job training programs
vere found inadequate by some participants.

Suggested were early prevocational training in career development and ex-
pandeq rraining in job seeking and work-related skills training for a larger por-
tion of young people.

Work-training programs must relate to genuine work opportunities, with wages
Reeting minimum Federal st: ‘ards.

In short, a stronger link tetween education and the world of work is being
sSoughe,
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